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Kingfisher Conundrums –Trying to Make Sense 
of Atypical Nest Observations     Story and Photos by Jen Vanderhoof

At the tail end of July this past summer, I was asked to go check out a Belted Kingfisher nest on Maury Island 
at Dockton Park. I am a wildlife ecologist with King County, and a project to remove the portion of the bulk-
head northeast of the marina was just about to get underway. 

The project manager learned of the nest about 10 days before “construc-
tion”  (mostly destruction in this case) was set to begin. 

The contractors were ready to go, heavy machinery under contract and 
paid by the day, and King County’s project team had the dates blocked 
out on their calendars. But if the nest was active, the project would need 
to wait until any nestlings fledged. The nest burrow was less than 6 feet 

From the Board

Jason Fidorra
I am new to the WOS board and thought I would introduce myself and 
share a bit of my experience as a first-term Board Member. Aside from 
birding I am an active backpacker, mountaineer, and full-time biologist 
with WDFW. I moved to WA almost 6 years ago and have been based 
in Pasco which is a little different from my hometown in Pennsylvania. 
However the birding here has been fantastic, and I hope to see many of 
you out this way, maybe on a future Birds and Wine tour I plan to lead 
once trips resume. 

If you ever thought to yourself, “I don’t know enough about WOS to be 
involved on the board,” I’m here to confirm that you don’t need to know 
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from the end of the bulkhead that was to be demol-
ished. Most native birds, and therefore nestlings in 
nests, are protected under the Federal Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act. King County also protects the Belted 
Kingfisher under its Critical Areas Ordinance as a 
Species of Local Importance, whose nest sites are 
protected as Wildlife 
Habitat Conservation 
Areas. My job was to 
go determine the status 
of the nest to the best 
of my ability. The ear-
liest ferry to Vashon 
on July 29 left West 
Seattle at 5:05 a.m., 
which meant I could 
not be present before 
first light around 5:10 
a.m. 

It was close to 6 a.m. 
by the time I was 
entering the park, field 
glasses and camera in tow, orange vest and yellow 
hardhat on. Immediately I saw two kingfishers flying 
around the marina. They flew together, almost in 
parallel, never dipping into the water, never landing, 
and calling almost constantly. They would fly farther 
out over the water and then return, always flying 
together, often fully in sync, and not landing. After 
10 or 15 minutes, they began occasionally landing 
on the big wooden dock piles. 

Most frequently, one would land for a fraction of 
a second, just barely touching down, and the other 
would follow it, so that the first one would fly off 
and the second one would touch down for a moment 
where the first one had been. Then the second bird 
would move on and catch up to the first in the air or 
at the next touch-point. 

It was like they were playing tag or follow-the-lead-
er. As I continued to watch, they made more and 
more landings, but rarely sat for longer than a few 
seconds, though the durations noticeably grew 
during the time I was observing. These behaviors 

appeared to me as juveniles learning to fly, but 
to date I have found no records of similar obser-
vations that describe what I was seeing. Further-
more, on subsequent visits, I often saw pairs of 
kingfishers, and not always the same two, flying 
together in sync, but this first morning was the 

only time I saw 
this style of 
“touch and go” 
flight.

Over the course 
of the next hour 
and 45 minutes, I 
saw at least three 
kingfishers, none 
being an adult 
female. I deduced 
I was seeing at 
least two fledged 
juveniles. After 
spending time 
around the nest 

burrow and not hearing any nestlings calling from 
inside nor seeing any adults going in and out of 
the nest site with fish, I was confident and happy, 
because to me this meant the nest was empty, the 
young had fledged, and construction would not be 
delayed. Slam-dunk, time to head home. 

Then I got a text about an hour later from the proj-
ect manager who was now hearing nestling chat-
tering from within the nest burrow. Facepalm. 

The project team debated what to do next. There 
were fledged juveniles and one or more unfledged 
nestlings still in the nest. I recommended we get a 
wildlife camera set up to record any comings and 
goings in the absence of human observation and 
interference, which in retrospect I think affected 
the feeding behavior of the adults. King Coun-
ty Basin Steward, Greg Rabourn, worked with 
the Vashon Nature Center and got a camera set 
up aimed at the burrow entrance. Unfortunately, 
when he went to install the camera later that same 

continued on next page
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day, he discovered an unfledged nestling had prema-
turely left the nest and was on the beach below the 
burrow. 

The next morning I was in the park at 5:45 a.m. and 
within a few minutes saw 4 to 5 kingfishers flying 
around. I could confirm none of them as the adult 
female. Another day passed and Greg confirmed that 
while the nestling on the beach was no longer pres-
ent, there was at least one more nestling in the nest.

I skipped a couple days and returned on August 2, 
and that was the first time I saw the adult female 
carrying fish to the nest. The adult male was also 
present. At least one nestling was still in the burrow, 
and both parents were tending to it. This was my 
third visit but the first time I saw either, let alone 
both, adults feeding young. 

On top of that, the adult female was accompanied 
on some of the nest visits by one of the juveniles. 
These “pairs” (duets?) I kept seeing were frequently 
one adult and one juvenile. (I returned once again on 
August 14, a week after the final fledging, and once 
again saw this behavior; coloration appeared to again 
confirm an adult and a juvenile.)

Greg continued to monitor the trail cam until he 
captured the moment of fledging on Sunday, August 
9, at 8:45 a.m. We were happy and relieved when the 
final bird fledged, especially after seeing photos of 
rats and racoons poking around the burrow entrance. 
What remained for me was trying to solve the puzzle 
this odd family structure presented. 

Over the course of these days, I read about the 
species, largely relying on the Birds of the World 
account, and turning up a few additional papers.

Here are some facts about Belted Kingfishers that I 
learned during this investigation that were both help-
ful and confounding as I tried to make sense of what 
was happening at Dockton Park:

Belted Kingfishers are seasonally monogamous and 
highly territorial birds. They quickly chase strangers 

out of their territory. They are not social birds.
Their nests are at the bottom of burrows that can 
be many feet deep. Occasionally they will dig 
out more than one burrow. Some older literature 
indicates the male roosts separately in a second 
burrow, but I can’t verify that.

The nest burrow is typically dug in April or May. 
Eggs are laid about a week later (approx. Mid-
May in Washington) and hatch about 22 days after 
that. The female lays approximately 5 to 7 eggs 
in a nest (4-6 in one Washington study), and she 
lays about one per day. The female does not begin 
incubating the eggs until they are all laid, so when 
they hatch, they hatch synchronously. 

Once hatched, nestlings take about 28 days to 
fledge. By day 16, the nestlings are able to get up 
to the burrow entrance to receive food from the 
parents. 

Interestingly, also by day 16, nestlings reach the 
same body weight as adults but are still 12 days 
from being able to fly.

Newly hatched nestlings are fed regurgitated food, 
but as soon as they are capable of swallowing 
whole fish, the parents bring food in the form of 
one fish at a time. That likely means some of the 
nestlings get more food than the others (squeaky 
wheel and all). It also means the parents are very 
busy when they have a nest of 6 or 7 hungry 
mouths to feed.

Typically this species only has one brood per year. 
If a nest fails before mid-June, the mated pair will 
start another brood, but they are not known to start 
a second brood after successfully raising the first. 

When young fledge, typically within a few hours 
of each other, they are not good fliers. It may take 
them 2 or 3 days before they really take to the air. 
Additionally, they are pretty scruffy-looking and 
their bills are noticeably shorter than adult bills.
Once the young are fledged, the parents continue 
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to feed them for a few days then teach them how to 
feed themselves. The parents stay with the young 
until they are proficient at fishing. The literature 
indicates this process takes about 3 weeks. Then the 
adults disperse. Juvenile plumage, retained until Oc-
tober or November, shows a strong cinnamon tinge 
in the slaty breast band. 

After consideration of the life history facts above, 
the composition of birds I saw on site simply should 
not happen. If this nest site were like the literature 
describes, we would be seeing only juveniles or nest-
lings, but not both. Birds from a Belted Kingfisher 
nest should all be about the same age.

Given how territorial this species is, 
and given the fact that I saw adults 
flying with juveniles while also tak-
ing fish to the nestling(s), it seems 
almost certain the fledged juveniles 
and nestling(s) must have been from 
the same adult pair. So how might 
this scenario have unfolded?

What if the female started incubat-
ing before all the eggs were laid? If 
that happened, it would seem more likely the birds 
would be only 2 or 3 days apart, but these birds 
seemed to be about 2 weeks apart, at least, which 
suggests she laid eggs over two distinctly different 
time periods. Based upon known time of fledging, 
the nestling eggs would have been laid in mid-June, 
on the tail end of the normal nesting window. The 
eggs of the first clutch would have been laid some-
time between mid-May and the first of June, a more 
expected timeframe.

If this scenario were the case and eggs were laid 
within a couple weeks of each other in the same 
nest chamber, the adults would have needed to feed 
the newly hatched young regurgitated food while 
feeding the older chicks fish; the brooding schedule 
would have been unique, as the adult female would 
have brooded the younger chicks at a time when she 
would not have been brooding the older chicks; and 
the chicks of different ages and development stages 

would have had to survive together in the same nest 
chamber. The begging open mouths of the older 
birds should have fared far better than their younger, 
smaller counterparts. And even if the younger ones 
managed to get their open beaks up as high, what if 
they got a fish jammed in when they were only old 
enough for a regurgitated meal? That is one recorded 
form of mortality, and it seems all too likely. Were 
there even more nestlings that perished because of a 
completely bizarre feeding situation such as this? Or, 
were the total number of young of both age groups 
combined about 5 or 6, which is a normal clutch size 
for Belted Kingfishers in Washington? 

Are there any other scenarios that might account 
for the two age groups but that 
did not require the adults to bring 
two different types of food to one 
nest at the same time? Yes, if the 
fledged birds were from a first 
nesting cycle, and the nestlings 
were from a second. In this case, 
the adults would have remained on 
site instead of dispersing, and they 
would have bred twice. The fact 
that I often saw juveniles in the 

company of at least one adult suggests they were re-
cently fledged and still learning to feed themselves, 
so even if these birds were from different nesting 
cycles, it seems likely they overlapped at least a few 
days in the nest chamber. Birds from the first clutch 
would have been present while the adults were lay-
ing more eggs, incubating, brooding, and feeding the 
second set of nestlings. 

This scenario may become more realistic if the 
second brood were laid in a second nest chamber. A 
second burrow was present, and although a second 
burrow is not unusual, using both for differently 
aged chicks would be highly unusual. It may not be 
unheard of. Birds of the World cites a 1980 thesis by 
Davis for the following statement: “In one instance, 
a female initiated a second clutch in mid-June while 
her mate was attending their first brood.” I have not 
seen this thesis yet (but it is on the way), so I don’t 

continued on next page

If this nest site were 
like the literature de-
scribes, we would be 
seeing only juveniles 
or nestlings, but not 
both.



know the details of those observations, including if they were in 
separate nest chambers. But, could that be the answer?

This explanation also presents challenges. The adult male would 
have to do double duty: all the feeding of the young in the first 
nest while also tending to the female while she brooded. Then 
once the second clutch was hatched, regurgitated food would 
need to be delivered to one chamber and whole fish to the other 
chamber. No offense to the sensibilities of Belted Kingfishers, but 
could they really keep track of those varying needs and which 
was which? Considering I watched them tend to fledged and un-
fledged young at the same time, it does seem plausible. 

For now, this explanation may be the most likely. For my part, I’m going to be paying a lot more attention to 
Belted Kingfishers in coming nesting seasons. 

Western X Glaucous-winged Gull

Kingfisher Conundrums (continued)
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Gary Leavens photo

        Ecola Beach, Oregon

Jonathan Miske photo
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                 Spinning for Food
Story and Photos by Tom Bancroft

The bird was spinning in a tight circle, 

counterclockwise, and ripples ran out in all di-

rections from his active body. His bill was down 

in the water and his eyes seemed glued just in 

front of where its tip might be. I strolled up to 

the edge of Central Pond so I could watch this 

male Northern Shoveler. Another male came 

from the left, swimming a straight line, and his 

bill was submerged with only the very back still 

visible. As I crouched down, six other shovelers 

came into view here at Union Bay Natural Area. 

They all were actively feeding.

These ducks are specialized filter feeders, 

seeking out tiny crustacea, invertebrates, algae, 

and seeds that occur in the water column. They 

suck water in through the front of the bill and 

then push it out through the lamellae along the 

edge. This comb system works much like the 

baleen in Blue Whales or Humpback Whales, 

trapping the prey as the tongue helps push out  

the fluid. The spinning churns up the bottom 

and brings invertebrates and microscopic foods 

up into the water column. The other individu-

als were acting more like vacuum cleaners, just 

moving in a straight line, sucking in water as 

they went. I settled onto the ground, my butt 

now damp. 

Earlier, a female shoveler preened while she 

rested on a log in Union Bay. Her massive bill 

delicately grabbed feathers, pulling them gently 

through its tip. This be-

havior would straight-

en any barbules that 

might have gotten out 

of place, improving the 

insulating qualities. The 

structure of those feath-

ers is so fine that water 

can’t go in-between 

individual barbules. 
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Spinning for Food (cont.)
Thinking evolution is so marvelous; I wished 

I had feathers on my wet cold behind. She 

would also take oil from her uropygial gland to 

coat the feathers. It apparently helps to main-

tain their flexibility as well as water proofing. 

At one point, she opened her mouth in a large 

yawn and for the first time, the inside of the bill 

was visible. The long bristles on both the upper 

and lower mandibles looked like a pair of fine 

combs. 

The feeding flock began to swim to my right 

and quickly disappeared back in a cove. Often 

shovelers will also be loafing or feeding at Carp 

Pond and resting in the inlet by Yesler Swamp. I 

still had those places to check. This duck spe-

cies is common all across North America and 

winters south into Central America and the 

Caribbean. I first saw one in high school when 

it was migrating south. They didn’t breed or 

winter in Western Pennsylvania in the 1960s. 

This bird also is common across Europe and 

Asia. I lost my bird list from a Scotland trip for 

our 25th wedding anniversary, and can’t remem-

ber if I saw one there, twenty years ago. A field 

trip might be needed once we are safely out of 

COVID.
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Here and There in My Owl Diary 
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Well, it was a dark and stormy night.  Suddenly a 
shot rang out……

Wait, wait… no, I slipped out the front door of our Belle-
vue home at twilight to give Miner, our Shetland Sheep-
dog, his last break of the day. I opened the door, stepped 
through and heard the oh so distinctive bouncing ball 
call of the Western Screech Owl.  

Deeeeeet, deeeeet, deeeet, deet, det, det, det, det.… 
Oh, oh, oh, I gotta find that bird. Where is it, where is it? 

I snooped around the greenbelt next to our home for 
maybe 5 minutes that seemed like 30, hearing the call 
off and on, first here, now there. 

I played a couple short clips, stopping to listen for re-
sponse and then I heard them, there were two distinct 
calls, sometimes doing call and response while moving 
around. Ooh, I gotta find those birds. 

When I finally forced my feet to stop in one spot long 
enough to play the call again (can’t win a game of statue 
maker that way) I looked up and there was one of the 
owls just staring at me, maybe 10 feet from my face. Yes! 
The gloaming would only allow me to see the silhouette 
and the eyes. 

I watched him watch me for a couple of minutes. He 
watched me watch him for the same couple of minutes. 

I wonder what he thought of this monster with the for-
eign owl voice? 

I slid my phone out quietly, smoothly, no scary motions 
and called my wife, Janet, to see if she wanted to get 
in on this excitement. Well, OK, she says, not really 
grasping the situation, I think. While I waited, frozen, he 
continued to watch me with muted enthusiasm, proba-
bly thinking more of his need to lighten his load a bit. 

By the time she got there the owl had pooped and 
flown to a nearby branch, likely more interested in that 
other owl than this mystifying giant with the funny 
accent. She missed it. Shoot. 

Hoping for a better look we slunk around, again watch-
ing, watching and then… there they are, two of them, 
flying low through the trees, look at that funny softball 
shaped body and wide fat wings. Yep, owl, no doubt 
about it, but gone. Gone. 

Janet had to take Miner in the house so I could stay, 
hoping for more. 

Nope, gone. Nobody was killed and the storm abated. 
The end.

-Milt Vine, March 17, 2020

(The eBird checklist that went with that observation is 
here: https://ebird.org/checklist/S65922564)

The story continues on April 6 when I wander out 
into the greenbelt after hearing the Owls again but I 
was unable to locate them. The very next night, April 7, 
I was standing on my deck and heard the owls making 
the bouncing ball sounds just over the fence but I was 
again unable to spot the birds. I noticed that there were 
two Great Horned Owls doing the call and response – 
“I’m awake, how about you” in the background at the 
same time. I got a recording of all of those calls and 
posted it on an eBird checklist here:

https://ebird.org/checklist/S66803498 

The story continues again on June 4 when I spot one 
adult, presumed to be the female, and three juveniles 
at about the same place. I heard them fluttering around 
and first thought they were bats. I grabbed my camera 
and turned on the flash since it was after twilight. I was 
able to get a few poor shots of the three owlets and 
one shot of the adult before she ran me out with her 
dive-bombing. I realize that I am probably interfering 
with owl training and clear out.

The eBird checklist containing those photos is here: 
https://ebird.org/checklist/S70068060 
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SEND   IN 
YOUR 
SIGHTINGS March — May............June 15

June — July ................Aug 15

Aug — Nov .................Dec 15

Dec — Feb ..................Mar 15

Send your sightings by email 
to Ryan Merrill
fieldnotes@wos.org

SEEN                  SEND BY

My last contact for the year was when I heard the owls 
again from my deck on June 16 and was able to get a 
90-second recording of them barking that I posted to 
eBird here: https://ebird.org/checklist/S70523991 

These various owl interactions got me digging for more 
information about Western Screech Owls for preferred 
habitat, nesting and feeding habits and so on. I consult-
ed the All About Birds web page from The Cornell Lab 
and also The Audubon Society’s “Encyclopedia of North 
American Birds.” 

I noted that most of the criteria seemed to fit my situa-
tion pretty well. They like to live in small wood lots or old 
orchards and they like to sit at the entrance of the roost 
during the day where it may be facing direct sunlight. 
Woodpecker holes or other naturally occurring cavities 
in dead trees such as where a branch has broken off are 
favored nesting sites. They are one of the most strictly 
nocturnal of all North American owls. 

They eat almost anything they can catch including the 
expected small mammals; mice, rats, moles, chipmunks, 
and also the unexpected bugs that you would like to 
remove from your garden vegetables and a long list of 
other birds. They are sit and wait predators perching in-
conspicuously on branches and watching the ground for 
movement. They are even known to flycatch. The green-
belt next to my house perfectly fits that habitat descrip-
tion so I should have been expecting to find them there. 

There was one other Western Screech Owl sighting I 
made in an earlier year that documents their penchant 
for roosting in the daytime with their face in the sun. 
We were finishing up the weekly Marymoor Park bird 
survey when Jordan R. called one of the walkers on his 
cell phone and invited us over to his house to see the 
Western Screech Owl currently roosting in his backyard. I 
got a couple of photos and posted them to the January 5, 
2017 eBird checklist here:

 https://ebird.org/checklist/S33467508 

This photo supports the belief that they don’t seem to 
care about sunlight in their faces while they are roosting 
in the daytime.

The year 2020 will be a lot of things to a lot of people 
but for my birding life it will be the year of the Western 
Screech Owl!

Just for fun since we are talking about owls, I’ve included 
a couple of photos I took in 2016 near our second home 
in Sunriver, OR of a Great Gray Owl. They are just too 
cool to overlook and I am pretty proud of this photo of 
the owl just taking off from a perch.

July 29, 2016 Great Gray Owl sitting on a fence post: 
https://ebird.org/checklist/S30899340 

August 4, 2016 Great Gray Owl in flight: https://ebird.org/
checklist/S30970125 

                                                                    -Milt Vine

Here and There in My Owl Diary (cont.) 

Western Screech Owl, Schmierer photo
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a lot! It’s a welcoming and great group of people 
willing to help get you on your feet. Since joining 
the board, I’ve learned so much about WOS and 
been constantly impressed by the kindness and en-
thusiasm of my fellow board, chairs, and volunteers 
I have encountered.

The club is involved in a lot more than monthly 
meetings and newsletters, not that those are not al-
ready impressive products! We have had some great 
speakers in recent months, and the use of our online 
GoToMeeting platform has allowed more members 
to partake from a wider geography! The newsletter 
content is well organized and interesting thanks to 
Editor Ron Post and the many volunteer authors…
Hey- maybe you have a trip report or project you 
could share here! Then there is the WA Birds Re-
cords Committee, WOS website, Washington Birds 
Journal, the Annual Conferences, Young Birders 
Fund grants, Tweeters Archive, the Washington 
Birding Facebook Page and more. Despite all these 
services, there are improvements the board hopes to 
see.

One of the more straightforward goals is to improve 
WOS outreach and engagement through social me-
dia. Wilson Cady has done a great job managing the 
Facebook Page and suggested updating it to a more 
interactive Facebook “Group” which will be a great 
way to exchange and meet fellow WOS members on 
the platform, post your bird-related questions, and 
find articles and ID tips. A Wa_Ornithological_So 
account has been set up on Twitter by Ed Pullen 
which you can contact using the @WOS_Birding to 
follow local and national birding news.

Another goal of the board is to increase membership 
and relevance for birders statewide. One silver lining 
of the past year has been overcoming the learning 
curve of virtual meetings. While prior to 2020, 
members across the state were able to join virtually, 
few did and guests were only allowed to in-person 
meetings. 

In 2020, the board opened membership meetings to 
non-members statewide which has increased WOS 
relevance and exposure to more people. 

We hope to offer more tours on the east side of the 
state and build statewide membership with the goal 
to get more people engaged in birding and bird con-
servation.

Events in 2020 made many people look introspec-
tively at themselves and more carefully consider the 
lives and experiences of others less privileged. It’s 
sure to be a gradual process, but issues surrounding 
diversity, equity, and inclusion are a priority for the 
WOS board. We don’t have all the answers yet, so 
we are very open to hearing suggestions and input 
from a larger community. Our first step may just be 
to listen. Not only do we want to help make WOS 
more open to all members of the birding community, 
but we also want to make birding more accessible to 
all people in our home communities. 

If any of these goals strike an interest or idea in you, 
please contact any board member you feel is most 
approachable. Join us for a board meeting in the 
future, or get involved on a WOS committee.

A NOTE ABOUT THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
(see next page): Expenses in 2020 were consider-
ably lower than budgeted because of the impacts of 
Covid-19 on WOS programs (no monthly meeting 
room expenses, no annual conference deposits). The 
WOS board is taking this into account while plan-
ning for the coming year.  

From the Board (cont.)

Another goal of the board is to 
increase membership and rele-
vance for birders statewide. 

Name the film (and year) in which this 
Bubo species is “manufactured” by a 
Greek god to aid in a quest undertak-
en by another demi-god. Some very 
famous actors appear, and one of the 
most famous male actors of all time 
plays Zeus. (answer in next issue)

Old Movie Quiz Question
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Washington Ornithological Society
Financial Statement

for Year Ended December 31, 2020
Assets
Bank - General Checking  $               32,475 
Bank - General Savings  $               64,913 
Patrick Sullivan Young Birder's Fund  $               20,354 

(PSYBF) [restricted funds]

TOTAL ASSETS  $    117,742 
Liabilities
PSYBF [restricted]  $               20,354 

Equity
Retained earnings  $               89,397 
Net Income  $                 7,991 

TOTAL EQUITY  $    117,742 
Income and Expenses

Income
Donations - General Fund  $                 1,743 
Donations - PSYBF  $                 1,205 
Membership  $                 9,480 
Sales and Tax  $                    673 
Interest  $                    936 
Refund  $                       39 
Total Income  $          14,076 
Expenses
Communications - Web Meeting, Email, Web Hosting, Domain Name  $                    922 
Financial  $                    435 
Insurance  $                 1,964 
PO Box  $                    280 
Shipping  $                         4 
Storage Facility  $                    845 
Taxes  $                    309 
Use Fees  $                    288 
Monthly Meetings  $                    968 
Publications  $                       70 
Total Expenses  $            6,085 
Net Income  $        7,991 
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WASHINGTON FIELD NOTES for  
August - November, 2018
Compiled by Ryan Merrill

Bird listings in bold or capital letters represent 
species on the state review list which requires doc-
umentation to be submitted to the Washington Bird 
Records Committee. This column strives to present 
the most unusual and interesting bird records of 
this reporting period along with a sampling of the 
more regular but still unusual species. For those 
looking for the most complete picture of birds 
reported during this season, one should check the 
online database eBird (www.eBird.org) in addition 
to this column.

Trumpeter Swans have increased dramatically 
across the state in the past decade. Counts from 
Ridgefield NWR this period reached 100, while ten 
years earlier 10 was considered a good count for 
the area. Unusual waterfowl included a rare Blue-
winged Teal x Northern Shoveler in Snohomish in 
early November and a high count of two Common 
x Barrow’s Goldeneye in Seattle in 
late November.

White-throated Swifts in both King 
and Whatcom in mid-August were 
great finds for Western Washington. 
Rare westside Common Poorwills 
were in Clark and Snohomish in 
mid-October. An American Gold-
en-Plover in Ferry in mid -Sep-
tember was the first record for the 
county. Four Ruffs included one in 
Pierce in late September. At least 
eight Buff-breasted Sandpipers was 
their best showing since 2013 and 
included rare sightings away from the outer coast 
in King, San Juan, and Skagit. On the eastside a 
Red Phalarope in Grant in early October was a rare 
find.

A Heermann’s Gull in Skamania in early Novem-
ber was a big surprise to be found that far inland. 

The adult Slaty-backed Gull returned to Benton for 
its third winter in mid-November. Adults were also 
found in Pierce in late September and Snohomish in 
early October bringing the state total to 27 records. 
Stray terns included a Forster’s Tern in Clallam 
in early October and an Arctic Tern in Klickitat 
in mid-September. Five Leach’s Storm-Petrels in 
inland marine waters was a high seasonal tally. A 
Brown Booby was in San Juan in early November. A 
Snowy Egret was in Clark in late September, while 
more surprising was a Cattle Egret in Walla Walla 
at the start of November.

A locally very rare Ferruginous Hawk passed by the 
Chelan Ridge HawkWatch site in early September. 
The two Northern Hawk Owls of the fall were found 
in Chelan and Kittitas. The Great Gray Owl in King/

Snohomish continued from the summer into late 
November. Black Phoebes continue to expand in the 
state this fall and included two birds on the eastside 

                                                        Mark Ahlness photo

                     Glaucous Gull

continued on page 19
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Andy McCormick
“Do not worry about making mistakes with gulls. 
They are inevitable, and if you try to avoid mis-
takes, you will also avoid learning more.” – Bill 
Tweit

This statement from Bill Tweit, co-author of Birds 
of Washington: Status and Distribution and eBird 
reviewer sent me on a quest to find out more about 
the folklore that gull identification in the PNW is 
more difficult than it is in other parts of the coun-
try. Bill told me this in response to my frustration 
of having the identification of two of my photos 
of immature gulls corrected by two different eBird 
reviewers. I realized I had better up my game with 
gull identification, if I was going to continue includ-
ing photos of gulls in future checklists. 

I decided to ask some other members of WOS about 
their experiences of identifying gulls and contacted 
a diverse group of birders who were willing to share 
their experiences with me. I learned that, yes, it is 
more difficult to identify the large, white-headed 
gulls in the PNW, that many experienced birders 
also have challenges identifying gulls, and that pa-
tience, study, and acceptance are helpful in learning 
to identify gulls.

THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST “HYBRID SWARM”

Mike Donahue, who has taught a class on gull iden-
tification for Seattle Audubon for many years, was 
clear about the role of hybridization of the Glau-
cous-winged Gull with the Western Gull. He said, 
“We are trying to identify gulls amidst a hybrid 
swarm.” We live in the middle of the intergradation 
zone of these two species. Carol Riddell referred 
to the gull mix as a ”free-for-all zone of hybridiza-
tion.” 

This hybrid combination of Western and Glau-
cous-winged Gulls breeds from British Columbia 
to Oregon. Gulls wander from this area and can be 
found south to Southern California and north to 
southern Alaska. The Glaucous-winged Gull also 
interbreeds with the Herring Gull and the Slaty-
backed Gull, but we will not address these two 
hybrids because they are rare here.

However, the Western x Glaucous-winged Gull 
(hybrid) is not rare. It is so prevalent in the region 

WOS Members Discuss Gull Identification, 
Part 1: The Challenge

that it has been locally named the “Olympic Gull.” 
To emphasize the point, Mike Donahue wrote to me 
in all caps, “WE ARE TAUGHT THAT HYBRIDS 
ARE RARE, BUT THIS HYBRID GULL IS NOT 
RARE.” Understanding this fact seems to be half the 
battle. 

INTERGRADES ABOUND

The Glaucous-winged and Western Gulls are four-
year gulls, which means they have a different plum-
age in each of their first three years and adult plum-
age in their fourth year at maturity. This mixture of 

four-year gull plumages creates a prodigious array 
of gulls to identify. The hybrid Olympic Gull is also 
a four-year gull, but it is not limited to four plum-
age appearances. The4 intergradation of the hybrid 
gulls and back crosses with other hybrids, create an 
even wider range of possible plumage presentations, 
thereby creating a big problem for birders who want 

This hybrid combination of West-
ern and Glaucous-winged Gulls 
breeds from British Columbia to 
Oregon. Gulls wander from this 
area and can be found south to 
Southern California and north to 
southern Alaska. 
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continued on page 15
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to identify the large, white-headed gulls. 

Bill Tweit summed it up in an email, “The pres-
ence of intergrades creates two sets of problems for 
birders: By their presence they increase the number 
of identifiable forms that a birder must contend 
with, and the identifiable forms that they create are 
messy, often difficult to categorize in the field.” 

LEARNING FROM LOCAL BIRDERS

Some birders I corresponded with grew up in the 
PNW and at first it seemed they may have a bit of 
an advantage. Carol Riddell is a local birder, who 
has spent most of her life in the Seattle area. She 
believes many birders, especially those new to the 
area, underestimate the large numbers of the inter-
grade gulls, partly because in general birding class-
es, we are taught that hybrids are rare. However, 
this is not true of the Western x Glaucous-winged 
Gull (hybrid). They are so numerous that locally 
in some areas they may be the most common large 
gull. 

Cindy McCormack, originally from Spokane, said 
she had not considered gull identification in the 
PNW to be any more difficult than it is in other 
parts of the country, until she had a recent East 
Coast immigrant to Washington mention that she 
liked gull identification before she moved to the 
PNW. Dealing with the Western x Glaucous-winged 
Gull (hybrid) made things much more difficult. 
There are so many hybrids that Cindy said it can be 
challenging at times to know when you might be 
looking at a “pure” Glaucous-winged or Western 
Gull.  

NEW TO THE PNW

Birders new to the PNW may be accustomed to 
seeing common gulls in single-species flocks. For 
much of the eastern United States the Herring Gull 
is the most common gull and easily distinguished 
from the Great Black-backed Gull, Laughing Gull, 
and Ring-billed Gull. However, the Herring Gull 
is rare in the PNW and there are other gulls in the 
West that have pink legs and black or dark-gray 
wingtips, which makes some identifications chal-
lenging, because some of the Olympic Gulls can 
look like Herring Gulls.  

The birders agreed that it can be difficult to iden-
tify the large white-headed gulls in the PNW. The 
Glaucous-winged, Western, California, Ring-billed, 

and Iceland (Thayer’s) Gulls share many character-
istics and immature gulls are especially challenging. 
These five species of gulls are all common in large 
numbers and may be seen in mixed flocks increasing 
the challenge. 

MANY GULLS TO ENJOY

In addition to their comments on the difficulties of 
identifying gulls, several birders mentioned that the 
PNW also offers a richness of gulls that can be iden-
tified more easily and enjoyed. 

One white-headed gull that stands out from the 
others is Heerman’s Gull. It visits the PNW in sum-
mer. Its white head, red bill, and dark gray plumage 
makes it unique among other PNW gulls. It is beau-
tiful to look at and easy to identify. The immature 
Heerman’s Gulls are all gray and hang out with the 
adults making them easier to learn. 

Bonaparte’s Gulls with their flashing white prima-
ries are in the area during spring and fall migration. 
The Mew Gull is another small gull which is present 
from September to April. Sabine’s Gull is a third 
small gull most commonly seen on pelagic trips out 
of Westport, WA in spring and fall. All three of these 
gulls in adult plumage can be learned fairly quickly.

NEXT STEPS IN LEARNING GULLS

Focused learning is important when approaching the 
large, white-headed gulls. In Part 2 (see next issue) 
of this review, our WOS birders share some of their 
techniques for learning to identify gulls and when 
to admit they are unable identify them all. They all 
appreciate the diversity of gulls we have in the PNW. 

I wish to thank  Cara Borre, Mike Donahue, Cindy 
McCormack, Jenelle Richardson, Carol Riddell,  Bill 
Tweit, and Ann Marie Wood for their guidance on 
my research for this article. 

Gull Identification Challenge: Part 1 (cont.)

The American Bird Conservancy invites you 
to check out its new web page about preventing 
bird-glass collisions. Go to:
https://abcbirds.org/glass-collisions/?eType=E 
mailBlastContent&eId=9cc9df95-01ce-4bdf-84c2
-465d80074ed3
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Predictions for the Next New Washington 
State Birds: The 4th Round Begins
Matt Bartels, Secretary, Washington 
Bird Records Committee

Time to round up the guessing in the 
latest round of ‘predict the next state bird.’  For this 
contest, now in its fourth round, we ask birders to send 
in predictions of five species that they think will be the 
next birds added to the official state list.

Twenty-eight participants sent in guesses this year. 
That’s just down from last time’s 31, but not by much. 
Previous iterations of the game can be found in WOS 
News # 32  (in 1994), WOS News #162  (2016) and 
WOS News # 171 (2018).

So, what did we predict?

55 species were mentioned at least once.

Eight species were mentioned by five or more partic-
ipants: As with last round, Virginia’s Warbler came 
out as the most frequently predicted species, with 11 
votes. The nearest record to us was 2018’s Portland 
Oregon sighting, but this species breeds as close to us 
as Idaho’s southeastern corner, so a record would only 
require a short bit of vagrancy. 

Common Pochard and Black-vented Shearwater, each 
with eight votes were the next most popular guesses. 
With a Common Pochard hanging out around Vancou-
ver Island this past November and December, it is per-
haps not surprising that this one came up so frequently. 

Black-vented Shearwater continues to be a popular 
guess despite not appearing north of California since 
the 2015 surge that saw reports from as close as north-
ern Oregon. This has been a species that has received 
multiple guesses in every round of this contest - it has 
to make it here some time! 

Next up with six votes each were Great Crested Fly-
catcher and Pine Warbler. And rounding out the top 
choices, each with five votes were three species: Com-
mon Crane, Red-headed Woodpecker and Sedge Wren. 

By tradition, we compare guesses by the WBRC 
and those by other birders. Although thus far the 
groups have been equally poor at predicting what will 
be next, it still is interesting to note the similarities and 
differences. 

The nine WBRC participants mentioned 27 species – 
of the nine species with two or more WBRC guesses, 
five were covered in the overall top eight, but addition-
al popular WBRC species were Neotropic Cormorant 
[2 guesses], Yellow-green Vireo [2 guesses], Cave 

Swallow [2 guesses], and Cassin’s Sparrow [3 guesses]. 
Perhaps that shows a bit more of a tendency to look south 
of us for new species?

For the 19 others participating, 44 separate species 
were mentioned – of the nine species with four or more 
guesses from this group, six were in the overall top 
eight above, but additional popular species were: Tundra 
Bean-Goose [4 guesses], Chimney Swift [4 guesses], and 
Streaked Shearwater [4 guesses].

Looking at the origin of where our new species have 
come from and comparing it to the origin of the pre-
dicted birds can be interesting. 

Of the last 15 species added to the state list (round 2 
and round 3 of the contest), very roughly speaking: 20% 
came from North of us, 20% came from the West (pelagic 
birds), 33% from East of us, and 27% came from South 
of us. 

Looking at the new species predicted, 27% are coming 
from North of us [including Eurasian birds coming to 
us via the north], 15% are from the West [pelagic birds], 
42% are from East of us, and 16% are from the South. 

So, at a species level, we were more willing to think of 
Eastern and Northern species than might be merited, 
and a little low on predictions of pelagic and Southern 
species.

This time around, one new species was recorded while 
we were still collecting guesses. Assuming it is en-
dorsed by the WBRC and added to the state list, we’ve 
already got Winter Wren in the bag as a new species, 
thanks to the Pierce County find by Will Brooks on 
January 8. Congrats to Jim Danzenbaker, Matt Dufort and 
Ryan Merrill for predicting that one.

Eventually, maybe we’ll get all 55 of these species here. 
Looking back, 26 of the 36 species predicted in round 
one, in 1994 , have now made it onto the state checklist. 
However, only seven of the 51 predicted in 2016, and 
five of 62 from 2018 have been found here though. So, it 
might be a while. Stick around to see what our next new 
species might be, and to find out who ends up having the 
best insight into what will surprise us next. 



Predictions for the Next New Washington 
State Birds: The 4th Round Begins (cont.)
Species Predictions:
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck ( AG )
Tundra Bean-Goose ( JB SD RH CM )
Pink-footed Goose ( SD )
Common Pochard 

( RS BS BT SD JD RH BL MM )
Stejneger’s Scoter ( AG )
Common Scoter ( RS AG RH BL )
Common Ground Dove ( DS MD AG JI )
Lesser Nighthawk ( CR )
Chuck-will’s Widow ( TB )
Chimney Swift ( TB JB MD MH )
Common Gallinule ( GH )
Common Crane ( BT GB SD SD RH )
Great Knot ( JD )
Marsh Sandpiper ( JB RH )
Kelp Gull (MB )
Wandering Albatross ( CB )
Hornby’s Storm-Petrel ( CR )
Black Storm-Petrel ( MH BL )
Stejneger’s Petrel ( CB )
White-chinned Petrel ( CB JD )
Streaked Shearwater ( CB JB SFA BL )
Black-vented Shearwater 

( BS BT CW CB SD SFA MH JI )
Wood Stork ( RS )
Masked Booby ( AG CM )
Northern Gannet ( GH )
Neotropic Cormorant ( RS DS JI )
Least Bittern ( CM )
Tricolored Heron ( GH MH )

Black Vulture ( BT GH MM JS)
Swallow-tailed Kite (MB )
Mississippi Kite ( RS )
Red-headed Woodpecker ( SF GB SD MD 
JS)
Great Crested Flycatcher 

( RM BS BW CW SFA MH )
Cassin’s Kingbird ( CR )
Red-backed Shrike ( SFA )
Yellow-green Vireo ( DS CW )
Cave Swallow ( BS DS )
Winter Wren ( RM JD MD )
Sedge Wren ( RM BW CW SD MM )
Dusky Warbler ( SF JD CR )
Yellow-browed Warbler (MB )
Wrentit ( TB )
Eastern Bluebird ( GB CM )
Gray-cheeked Thrush ( GB TB MM )
Wood Thrush ( TB JS)
Sprague’s Pipit ( BW SFA )
Eurasian Bullfinch ( CR )
Oriental Greenfinch ( SD )
Cassin’s Sparrow ( SF RM CW )
Worm-eating Warbler ( SF )
Virginia’s Warbler 

( SF RM BS DS BW JB SD MD JI BL JS)
Connecticut Warbler (MB JS)
Cerulean Warbler (MB )
Pine Warbler ( BW GB GH JI CM MM )
Grace’s Warbler ( BT )?
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Predictions for the Next New Washington 
State Birds: The 4th Round Begins (cont.)
Participants:

WBRC Members:

MB - Matt Bartels

SF - Shawneen Finnegan

RM - Ryan Merrill

RS - Ryan Shaw

BS - Bill Shelmerdine

DS - Dave Slager

BT - Bill Tweit

BW - Brad Waggoner

CW - Charlie Wright

Non-WBRC Members

GB - Gary Bletsch

CB - Cara Borre

TB - Tim Brennan

JB - Jeff Bryant

SD - Steve Dammer

JD - Jim Danzenbaker

SD - Scott Downes

MD - Matt Dufort

SFA - Sam Fason

AG - Alan Grenon

GH - Greg Harrington

RH - Randy Hill

MH - Michael Hobbs

JI - Jon Isacoff

BL - Bruce LaBar

CM - Curtis Mahon

MM - Mason Maron

CR - Chris Rurik

JS - Joe Sweeney
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Painted Redstart

Francesco Veronesi photo
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WASHINGTON FIELD NOTES (cont.)
where the species is still very rare. The season’s 
three Blue-gray Gnatcatchers were found in 
Chelan, Clallam and Clark. A Northern Wheatear 
in Pierce in late August was the states 4th and also 
notable for being in the subalpine at Mount Rainier. 
The state’s 2nd Phainopepla was a male found in 
Clallam in mid-September that stayed for nearly a 
month.

A Brewer’s Sparrow, very rare in Jefferson at any 
time, lingered through November. Two Lark Spar-
rows together at Neah Bay in mid September was 
the first time multiple birds have been detected 
together in Western Washington. 

A LeConte’s Sparrow in late August in Seattle 
was the state’s 6th and only the second to be found 
as a fall migrant. Swamp Sparrows were reported 
in unprecedented numbers with over 80 reported 
from throughout the state. Single Bobolinks showed 
up in Grays Harbor on consecutive days in mid 
September. The state’s 15th Great-tailed Grackle 
wandered down from British Columbia to Whatcom 
in early September.

Black-and-white Warblers were found in King and 
Whitman. The state’s 5th Prothonotary Warbler 
appeared in Clallam in late October. Seven Tennes-
see Warblers topped the five found during fall 2015 
as the best seasonal tally on record for Washington, 
and included the state’s first October record. Most 
fall Tennessee Warblers are found from late August 
through late September, though there is also a later, 
smaller peak in November. 

Magnolia Warblers in Benton and Grant in early 
September brought the state’s total to about 30 re-
cords. Six Chestnut-sided Warblers was as many as 
were found the previous three falls combined. The 
lone Blackpoll Warbler was in Grant in early Sep-
tember. More than 60 Palm Warblers was at least 
twice as many as have been found in any previous 
season in Washington. These included rare eastside 
birds in Asotin, Chelan and Walla Walla. Finally, 
the highlight of a great vagrant warbler season was 

the state’s 1st Painted Redstart which lingered from 
late August into mid-September to the delight of 
many birders.

Snow Goose Reports included: 40 at Bridgeport Bar 
Douglas 11/4 (MSp). Uncommon locally: 1 near 
Swamp Creek Skagit 11/2 (DaP)
Greater White-fronted Goose Reports included: 
100 at Shillapoo WMA Clark 8/23 (JDz)
“Tule” Greater White-fronted Goose Uncommon 
in WA: 1 at Sauk Prairie Skagit 11/2 (DPo)
Redhead Reports included: 1 at Chehalis Lewis 
10/28 (DSp) with 2 there 10/29 (GW)
Surf Scoter High count: 74 at Vancouver Clark 
10/13 (RH). Reports included: 24 at Sprague Lake 
Lincoln 10/4 (JoI), 2 at Curlew Lake SP Ferry 10/6 
(Fred Zeillemaker), 1 at Renton King 10/8 (CBP)
White-winged Scoter Reports from e WA included: 
1 at Grandview Yakima 8/30 (DGr), 1 at Cameron 
Lake Road Okanogan 10/14 (DP), 2 at Spokane 
Spokane 11/1 (MWo)
Black Scoter Rare locally: 1 at Vancouver Clark 
11/27 (JDz)
Long-tailed Duck Rare locally: 2 at Point Defiance 
Pierce 9/15 (WiB)
Common x Barrows Goldeneye High Count: 2 at 
Carkeek Park King 11/27 (RyM)
Eared Grebe Reports included: 1 at March Point 
Skagit 8/23 (GB)
Common Nighthawk Reports included: 42 at Port 
Angeles Clallam 8/7 (eBird), 6 at Magnuson Park 
King 9/19 (AxS)
Common Poorwill Rare in w WA: 1 at Larch Moun-
tain C Clark 10/11 to 10/12 (JDz), 1 at Snohomish 
Snohomish 10/17 (eBird)
Vaux’s Swift High count: 10,056 at Monroe Sno-
homish 9/13 (eBird)
White-throated Swift Rare in w WA: 1 at Mount 
Baker Whatcom 8/14 (eBird), 5 at Middle Fork Sno-
qualmie River King 8/16 (eBird)
Black-chinned Hummingbird Rare in w WA: 1 at 
Mount Pleasant Skamania 8/25 (WC)
Rufous Hummingbird Late report: 1 at Tenino 
Thurston 10/2 (BSu)

continued on page 20
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Sandhill Crane Reports included: 60 at Orcas San 
Juan 9/16 (AxP), 4 at Hayton Preserve Skagit 9/17 
(JWl), 28 at Naselle Pacific 9/28 (AR), 27 at Auburn 
King 11/4 (AnM), 13 at Skagit WMA Skagit 11/19 
(eBird)
Black-necked Stilt Late reports: 1 at Soap Lake 
Grant 10/10 (MaB), 1 at Slavin Ranch Spokane 
10/18 (JoI). Reports included: 1 at Steigerwald Lake 
NWR Clark 9/29 (eBird), 1 at Ridgefield Clark 10/6 
(eBird)
American Golden-Plover Uncommon in e WA: 1 at 
Haag Cove Ferry 9/18 (DBg), 1 at Soap Lake Grant 
10/11 (MaB)
Snowy Plover Uncommon locally: 1 at Hobuck 
Beach Clallam 9/1 (SDo)
Semipalmated Plover Reports included: 5 at Shill-
apoo WMA Clark 8/23 (JDz).
Long-billed Curlew Uncommon locally: 1 at Hay-
ton Preserve Skagit 9/28 (MaB)
Bar-tailed Godwit Uncommon in WA: 1 at West-
port Grays Harbor 10/20 (eBird), 1 at Bottle Beach 
Grays Harbor 11/12 (eBird)
Ruddy Turnstone Uncommon locally: 1 at Sandy 
Point Whatcom 8/14 (JDu), 1 at Hayton Preserve 
Skagit 8/23 (GB), 2 at Alki King 8/24+ (ST), 1 near 
Mansfield Douglas 8/26 (eBird), 1 at Semiahmoo 
Whatcom 8/27 (PCa)
Red Knot Uncommon locally: 1 at Blakely Rocks 
Kitsap 8/19 (BWg), 1 at Skagit WMA Skagit 8/20 
(MaB), 3 at Hayton Preserve Skagit 10/16 (MaB)
Ruff Reports included: 1 at Midway Beach Pacific 
9/11 (GFr), 1 at Tacoma Pierce 9/23 (MCh)
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Reports included: 1 at 
Midway Beach Pacific 9/16 (JDz), 1 at Skagit WMA 
Skagit 9/19 (MaB)
Stilt Sandpiper Reports included: 1 at Skagit WMA 
Skagit 8/22 (MaB), 1 at Kalispell Indian Reservation 
Pend Oreille 8/31 (TLi), 1 at Hoquiam STP Grays 
Harbor 9/2 (JV,WiB), 1 at Midway Beach Pacific 
9/11 (GFr)
Sanderling Reports included: 1 at Kalispell Indian 
Reservation Pend Oreille 8/31 (TLi)
Baird’s Sandpiper High count: 40 at Swinomish 
Channel Skagit 8/25 (eBird). Reports included: 1 at 
Stevenson Skamania 8/27 (MaB)
Buff-breasted Sandpiper Uncommon in WA: 1 at 

Renton King 9/1 (Garrett Haynes), 2 at Oyhut Grays 
Harbor 9/2 (JV,WiB), 1 at Swinomish Channel 
Skagit 9/9 (MaB), 1 at American Camp San Juan 
9/11 (AxP)
Pectoral Sandpiper Reports included: 46 at Lind 
Coulee Grant 9/17 (KA)
Short-billed Dowitcher Reports from e WA includ-
ed: 1 at Wenas Lake Yakima 8/14 (KvL)
Red-necked Phalarope Reports included: 1 at Ma-
rymoor Park King 9/20 (MiH)
Red Phalarope Rare in e WA: 1 at Soap Lake Grant 
10/4 (MY)
Solitary Sandpiper High count: 14 at Little Pend 
Oreille NWR Stevens 8/4 (eBird). Uncommon local-
ly: 1 at Waatch River Clallam 8/29+ (RyM)
Lesser Yellowlegs Late report: 1 at Altoona Wahkia-
kum 11/22 (MtB)
Parasitic Jaeger High counts: 17 at Alki King 8/31 
(eBird)
Scripps’s Murrelet Reports included: 2 at Westport 
Pelagic Grays Harbor 8/4 (BS,SMi), 6 west of West-
port Grays Harbor 9/19 (KlB)
Ancient Murrelet Early report: 3 at Alki King 9/24 
(ST)
Cassin’s Auklet Uncommon locally: 1 at Alki King 
9/28 (ST)
Sabine’s Gull Reports included: 1 near Kettle Falls 
Stevens 9/18 (DBg), 1 at Carkeek Park King 9/30 
(RyM)
Heermann’s Gull Rare in e WA: 1 at Bonneville 
Dam Skamania 11/3 (MtB). Reports included: 600 at 
Shilshole Bay King 11/8 (KA)
Mew Gull Reports from e WA included: 1 at Spo-
kane Spokane 11/5 (MWo)
Lesser Black-backed Gull Reports included: 1 at 
Wenatchee Chelan 9/22 (DSl)
SLATY-BACKED GULL Rare in WA: 1 at Tacoma 
Pierce 9/23 (WiB), 1 at Edmonds Snohomish 10/8 
(CRi), 1 at Bateman Island Benton 11/16+ (NLa)
Glaucous-winged x Glaucous Gull Reports includ-
ed: 1 at Renton King 10/3 (MaB)
Glaucous Gull Reports included: 1 at Chelan Falls 
Chelan 11/9 (DSl)
Common Tern Reports included: 1 at Kalispell Indi-
an Reservation Pend Oreille 8/31 (TLi), 1 at Rent-
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on King 9/10 (AG), 1 at Montlake Fill King 9/11 
(LKr,CSi), 4 at Lyons Ferry Franklin 9/18 (MiH)
Arctic Tern Rare in e WA: 1 at Klickitat River Del-
ta Klickitat 9/20 (eBird)
Forster’s Tern Rare in w WA: 1 at Port Angeles 
Clallam 10/8 (StCh)
Pacific Loon Reports from e WA included: 3 at 
Silver Lake Spokane 10/12 (eBird)
Yellow-billed Loon Reports included: 1 at Discov-
ery Park King 11/2 (KA), 1 at Larrabee SP What-
com 11/16 (JDu,AdW)
Laysan Albatross Reports included: 1 west of La 
Push Clallam 8/2 (fide MCh), 1 at Westport Pelagic 
Grays Harbor 8/12 (GRe) and 8/18 (CBr) with 2 
there 9/23 (GRe,SMi)
Short-tailed Albatross Uncommon in WA: 1 near 
Grays Canyon Grays Harbor 9/28 (KLn)
Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel Rare in Puget Sound: 1 
at Edmonds Snohomish 11/5 (JAm)
Leach’s Storm-Petrel Uncommon in Puget Sound: 
1 at Discovery Park King 9/14 (SpH), 1 at Edmonds 
Snohomish 9/19 (JAm), 1 at Carkeek Park King 
10/18 (RyM), 1 at Potlatch SP Mason 11/1 (SSc), 1 
at Point No Point Kitsap 11/9 (Vincent Vesterby)
Northern Fulmar Uncommon in Puget Sound: 1 at 
Restoration Point Kitsap 11/3 (BWg,JAc)
Sooty Shearwater Uncommon in Puget Sound: 1 at 
Discovery Park King 9/17 (SPd,JGn)
Short-tailed Shearwater High count: 15 at West-
port Pelagic Grays Harbor 8/4 (BS)
Manx Shearwater Reports included: 1 west of 
Westport Grays Harbor 9/19 (KlB)
Brown Booby Uncommon in WA: 1 between Sucia 
Island and Waldron Island San Juan 11/4 (Jack 
Tagart)
American White Pelican High count: 212 at 
Crockett Lake Island 8/7 (eBird). Reports included: 
8 at Twin Lakes Okanogan 8/14 (Steve Oulman)
Brown Pelican Reports included: 1 at Alki King 
9/1 (ST,HFl)
Great Egret Reports included: 4 at Clarkston Aso-
tin 10/10 (CTe)
SNOWY EGRET Rare in WA: 1 at Vancouver 
Lowlands Clark 9/28 (eBird)
CATTLE EGRET Rare in WA: 1 at Burbank Wal-
la Walla 11/1 (MlD,MD)

Black-crowned Night-Heron Reports included: 1 
at Ridgefield NWR Clark 8/16 (JDz)
White-faced Ibis Reports included: 3 at Walla Wal-
la RD Walla Walla 8/25 with 13 there 8/27 (MlD), 
1 at Frenchman Hills Grant 9/17 (KA), 1 at Philleo 
Lake Spokane 10/8 (MWo)
Turkey Vulture High count: 743 at Woodland 
Cowlitz 9/30 (JDz)
Northern Goshawk Reports included: 1 at Larch 
Mountain Clark 9/6 (JDz)
Red-shouldered Hawk Reports included: 1 at 
Kent King 9/5 (JiF), 1 at Waatch River Clallam 
9/8 (eBird), 1 at Ocean Shores Grays Harbor 9/12 
(DVa), 1 at Oyhut Grays Harbor 9/26 (KA), 1 at 
Woodland Cowlitz 9/30 (JDz), 1 at Cle Elum Kitti-
tas 11/30 (MiH)
Broad-winged Hawk Uncommon in WA: 1 at 
Washtucna Adams 9/15 (TG), 2 at Hurricane Ridge 
Clallam 9/19 (eBird), 3 at Chelan Ridge Chelan 
9/19 (eBird), 1 at Woodland Cowlitz 9/24 (JDz), 1 
at Washington Pass Chelan/Okanogan 9/25 (RKn)
Swainson’s Hawk Uncommon in w WA: 1 at Van-
couver Clark 8/8 (eBird)
Ferruginous Hawk Rare locally: 1 at Chelan Ridge 
Chelan 9/9 (eBird)
Northern Hawk Owl Uncommon in WA: 1 near 
Liberty Kittitas 9/17 (eBird), 1 near Chelan Ridge 
Chelan 10/18 to 10/19 (eBird)
Great Gray Owl Rare in w WA: 1 at Woodinville 
King 8/4 to 8/26, at Redmond King 9/22, Duvall 
King 11/5 and High Bridge Snohomish 11/21 to 
11/23 (eBird)
Long-eared Owl Uncommon in w WA: 1 at Waatch 
River Clallam 10/13 to 11/11 (eBird)
Williamson’s Sapsucker Uncommon locally: 1 at 
Kelly Butte King 8/29 (CBP)
Gyrfalcon Reports included: 1 at Midway Beach 
Pacific 10/21 (GFr)
Olive-sided Flycatcher Late report: 1 at Belling-
ham Whatcom 9/28 (IN)
Black Phoebe Rare in e WA: 1 at Walla Walla RD 
Walla Walla 8/25 (MlD,MD), 1 at Toppenish Yaki-
ma 9/24 (KvL). Uncommon locally: 1 at Snohom-
ish Snohomish 11/4 (MoV)
Say’s Phoebe Reports from w WA included: 1 at 
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Skookum Inlet Mason 8/16 (eBird), 1 at Redmond 
King 9/18 (Rick Tyler), 1 at Hayton Preserve Skagit 
9/19 (JWl), 1 at Alki King 9/26 (ST), 1 at Van-
couver Lowlands Clark 10/13 (RH), 1 at Sequim 
Clallam 10/15 (LoR)
Tropical Kingbird Reports included: 3 at Neah 
Bay Clallam 11/3+ (eBird), 1 at Hayton Preserve 
Skagit 11/4 (eBird)
Northern Shrike Early reports: 1 at Iverson Spit 
Island 9/29 (eBird), 1 at San Juan Island San Juan 
9/30 (eBird)
Blue Jay Reports included: 1 at Yakima Yakima 
10/19 (KT), 2 at Steptoe Butte Whitman 11/21 
(eBird)
California Scrub-Jay Rare locally: 1 at East 
Wenatchee Douglas 9/5 (eBird)
Horned Lark Reports included: 1 at Discovery 
Park King 9/25 (MtD)
Cliff Swallow Late reports: 1 at Point No Point Kit-
sap 11/5 (eBird), 1 at Hayton Preserve Skagit 11/10 
(eBird), 1 at Chelan Falls Chelan 11/19 (eBird)
BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER Rare in WA: 
1 at Neah Bay Clallam 9/14 to 9/18 (eBird), 1 at 
Wenatchee Chelan 9/21 (DPo) to (eBird), 1 at 
Frenchman’s Bar Park Clark 10/13 (CMk)
Rock Wren Uncommon in w WA 1 at Vashon Is-
land King 10/6 to 10/13 (eBird)
European Starling High count: 14,000 south of 
Bayview Skagit 11/4 (GB)
Gray Catbird Reports from w WA included: 1 at 
Acme Whatcom 8/13 (NSa), 1 at Corkindale Skagit 
8/26 (RyM)
Northern Mockingbird Reports included: 
1 at Puget Island Wahkiakum 11/6 (DPo) to 
11/22 (MtB), 1 at Waatch River Clallam 11/12 
(BlB,AMW)
Townsend’s Solitaire Reports included: 10 at 
Larch Mountain Clark 9/6 (JDz)
Varied Thrush High count: 870 at Bahokus Peak 
Clallam 10/21 (eBird)
NORTHERN WHEATEAR Rare in WA: 1 at 
Sunrise, Mount Rainier NP Pierce 8/27 (Tasha Di-
marzio, Shelley Parker)
PHAINOPEPLA Rare in WA: 1 at Sequim Clal-
lam 9/19 (BoB) to 10/14 (eBird)
Purple Finch Rare locally: 1 south of Spokane 

Spokane 11/3 (MWo)
White-winged Crossbill Reports included: 5 at 
Bunchgrass Meadow Pend Oreille 8/17 (TLi), 5 at 
Washington Pass Chelan/Okanogan 9/25 (RKn)
Lesser Goldfinch Reports from expanding range 
included: 5 at Saltese Flats Spokane 9/16 (JoI)
Lapland Longspur High count: 60 at Midway 
Beach Pacific 10/18 (GFr)
Snow Bunting High count: 47 at Lummi Bay What-
com 11/20 (eBird). Reports included: 3 at Hayton 
Preserve Skagit 11/2 (LKr), 1 at Deer Lagoon Island 
11/10 (GeH)
Chipping Sparrow Late report: 1 at Sumner Pierce 
11/7 (CCl)
Clay-colored Sparrow Reports included: 3 at Sauk 
Prairie Skagit and 1 at Darrington Snohomish 8/26 
(RyM), 1 at Carkeek Park King 8/28 (RyM), 1 at 
Pipestone Canyon Okanogan 9/24 (RKn), 1 at Mary-
moor Park King 10/4 (MiH), 1 at Restoration Point 
Kitsap 11/3 (BWg,JAc), 1 at Puyallup Pierce 11/8 
(WiB)
Brewer’s Sparrow Late report: 1 at Gardiner Jef-
ferson 10/24+ (JGc). Rare in w WA in fall: 1 at Sauk 
Prairie Skagit 8/27 (DPo), 1 at Magnuson Park King 
9/18 (eBird)
Lark Sparrow Uncommon in w WA: 1 at Alki King 
8/29+ (ST), 1 at Darrington Snohomish 9/14 (JAm), 
2 at Neah Bay Clallam 9/15 (MCh)
American Tree Sparrow Reports included: 1 at 
Montlake Fill King 11/18 (JPs), 1 at Auburn King 
11/28 (JeB)
Harris’s Sparrow Reports included: 1 at Lynden 
Whatcom 10/19 (RKn), 1 at Discovery Park King 
11/9 (MtD), 1 at Colville Stevens 11/9 (WCu), 1 at 
Montlake Fill King 11/10 (LKr) to 11/18 (JLz)
Vesper Sparrow Reports included: 1 at Tatoosh 
Island Clallam 9/8 (eBird)
LE CONTE’S SPARROW Rare in WA: 1 at Dis-
covery Park King 8/31 (JV)
Swamp Sparrow Reports included: 1 at Washington 
Pass Chelan 9/25 (RKn), 1 at Mill Canyon Lincoln 
10/7 (JoI), 1 at Slavin Ranch Spokane 10/25 with 2 
there 11/1 (MWo), 1 at Yakima Yakima 10/31 (AS), 
1 at Home Valley Skamania 11/3 (MtB), 1 at Mead 
Spokane 11/4 (Lindell Haggin), 1 at Longview 
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Cowlitz 11/15 (RKo), 1 at Marymoor Park King 
11/15 (MiH), 2 at Julia Butler Hansen NWR Wah-
kiakum 11/23 (MtB), 1 at Bellingham Whatcom 
11/27 (BMc)
Bobolink Rare in w WA: 1 at Oyhut Grays Har-
bor 9/16 with another one there 9/17 (CMk)
Rusty Blackbird Reports included: 1 at Puyallup 
Pierce 11/8 (WiB), 1 at Skagit Flats Skagit 11/29 
(MaB)
GREAT-TAILED GRACKLE Rare in WA: 1 at 
Point Roberts Whatcom 9/1 (Ken Klimko)
Northern Waterthrush Rare locally: 1 in San 
Juan 8/22 (DBn), 1 at Walla Walla RD Walla Wal-
la 8/25 (MlD,MD), 1 at Neah Bay Clallam 8/30 
(AxP)
Black-and-white Warbler Uncommon in WA: 
1 at Discovery Park King 8/19 (SpH,AG), 1 at 
Hooper Whitman 9/5 (RFl)
PROTHONOTARY WARBLER Rare in WA: 1 
at Neah Bay Clallam 10/22 to 10/23 (BWg)
Tennessee Warbler Uncommon in WA: 1 at Neah 
Bay Clallam 8/29 (RyM) and then 1 singing there 
9/8 (RyM,CWr), 1 at Chelan Ridge Chelan 8/30 
(eBird), 1 at Lind Coulee Grant 9/14 (MY), 1 
at Hoquiam STP Grays Harbor 9/26 (KA), 1 at 
Bellingham Whatcom 9/28 (Wendy Tarkon), 1 at 
Peshastin Chelan 10/11 (JVv)
Nashville Warbler Late reports: 1 at Tacoma 
Pierce 10/18 (WiB), 1 at Yakima Yakima 11/1 
(eBird). Reports included: 1 at Larch Mountain 
Clark 9/6 (JDz)
American Redstart Uncommon locally: 1 at San 
Juan Co. San Juan 8/21 (DBn), 1 at Riffe Lew-
is 8/25 (RKo), 1 at Waatch River Clallam 8/30 
(BWg), 1 at Neah Bay Clallam 9/5 (JGn), 1 at 
Steigerwald Lake NWR Clark 9/22 (eBird)
MAGNOLIA WARBLER Rare in WA: 1 at 
Richland Benton 9/4 (NLa), 1 at Potholes SP 
Grant 9/6 (MY)
Chestnut-Sided Warbler Uncommon in WA: 1 at 
Vantage Kittitas 9/3 (Denise LaPierre), 1 at Neah 
Bay Clallam 9/5 (JGn), 1 at Potholes SP Grant 9/5 
(MY), 1 at Lyons Ferry Franklin 9/8 (MiH), 1 at 
Yakima Yakima 10/10 (Lisa Dunn), 1 at Wa’atch 
River Clallam 9/14 (BoB)

Blackpoll Warbler Uncommon in WA: 1 at Pot-
holes SP Grant 9/5 (MY)
Palm Warbler Rare in e WA: 1 west of Wenatchee 
Chelan 10/11 (eBird), 1 at Bennington Lake Wal-
la Walla 10/23 (MlD), 1 at Clarkston Asotin 11/5 
(RiW). Reports from w WA included: 1 at Kent King 
9/24 (JiF), 2 at Discovery Park King 9/28 (ScR) 
with 1 there 11/2 (KA), 2 at Neah Bay Clallam 9/29 
(DP), 1 at Sikes Lake King 10/17 (fide MtB), 1 at 
Lake Union King 10/17 (RyM), 1 at Hayton Pre-
serve Skagit 10/22 (Kerry Pfaltzgraff), , 6 at Neah 
Bay Clallam 11/3 (eBird), 1 at Eastsound San Juan 
11/6 (Kerry Pfaltzgraff), 6 at Hobuck Beach Clallam 
11/9 (eBird), 3 at Hoquiam STP Grays Harbor 11/10 
(JeB), 1 at Tacoma Pierce 11/15 (WiB)
Black-throated Gray Warbler Late report: 1 at 
Naselle Pacific 11/6 (AR). Rare locally: 1 at Wash-
tucna Adams 9/8 (eBird)
Wilson’s Warbler Late reports: 1 at Hoquiam STP 
Grays Harbor 11/10 (JeB), 1 at Lincoln Park King 
11/18 (JHo,MHo), 1 at Rainier Beach King 11/18 
(JLz)
PAINTED REDSTART Rare in WA: 1 at Cape 
Flattery Clallam 8/25 to 9/16 (eBird)
Lazuli Bunting Late report: 1 at Mill Canyon Lin-
coln 10/10 (MiH)
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AdW Andrea Warner
AG Alan Grenon
AMW Ann Marie Wood
AnM Andrew McCormick
AR Alan Richards
AS Andy Stepniewski
AxP Alex Patia
AxS Alexander Sowers
BlB Blair Bernson
BMc Brendan McGarry
BoB Bob Boekelheide
BS Bill Shelmerdine
BSu Bob Sundstrom
BWg Brad Waggoner
CBP Curtis & Bobby Pearson
CBr Cara Borre
CCl Christopher Clark
CMk Cindy McCormack
CSi Constance Sidles
CTe Catherine Temple
CWr Charlie Wright
DaP Dave Parent
DBg Donna Bragg
DBn Doug Brown
DGr Denny Granstrand
DP Dennis Paulson
DPo David Poortinga
DSl Debbie Sutherland

DSp Dalton Spencer
DVa Dan Varland
eBird eBird.org 
GB Gary Bletsch
GeH George Heleker
GFr Gary Fredericks
GRe Gene Revelas
GW Gary Wiles
HFl Houston Flores
IN Isaiah Nugent
JAc Jamie Acker
JAm Josh Adams
JDu Jim Duemmel
JDz Jim Danzenbaker
JeB Jeff  Bryant
JGc John Gatchet
JGn Jordan Gunn
JHo Janeanne Houston
JiF Jim Flynn
JLz John Leszczynski
JoI Jon Isacoff
JPs John Puschock
JV Jason Vassallo
JVv Joe Veverka
JWl Jo Waldron
KA Kevin Aanerud
KlB Kelly Beach
KLn Ken Lane

KT Kerry Turley
KvL Kevin Lucas
LKr Louis Kreemer
LoR Louise Rutter
MaB Marv Breece
MCh Michael Charest
MD Mike Denny
MHo Mark Houston
MiH Michael Hobbs
MlD MerryLynn Denny
MoV Monica Van der Vieren
MSp Meredith Spencer
MtB Matt Bartels
MtD Matt Dufort
MWo Michael Woodruff
MY Matt Yawney
NLa Nancy LaFramboise
NSa Noah Sanday
PCa Phil Calise
RFl Robert Flores
RH Randy Hill
RiW Rick Welle
RKn Randy Knapp
RKo Russell Koppendrayer
RyM Ryan Merrill
ScR Scott Ramos
SDo Scott Downes
SMi Scott Mills

SPd Sarah Peden
SpH Spencer Hildie
SSc Stefan Schlick
ST Sam Terry
StCh Stephen Chase
TG Tony Greager
TLi Terry Little
WC Wilson Cady
WCu Warren Current
WiB Will Brooks
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