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Q and A with Dalton Spencer of Lewis Co. Long-sleeved T-shirt 
Planned for Fall

A Remarkable May Weekend – 
The Moses Lake Conference

Nestling Dark-eyed Juncos in a flower pot
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Dusky Grouse

Artist Lisa Hill created her Four 
Blackbirds painting especial-
ly for WOS and our 2019 Annual 
WOS Conference, and we intro-
duced a commemorative short-
sleeve t-shirt at Moses Lake.  
WOS will soon be offering it as 
a long-sleeve shirt - priority of 
course to Society members.

A perfect-plumaged Sagebrush Sparrow hopped up 
and through an unusually large sagebrush, coming out 
on my side and finally perching on an open dead twig, 
only a dozen feet away. The bird peered right at me as if 
asking, “What are you doing here?” I looked back at my 

By Thomas Bancroft

It was a special “graduation” for Dalton 
Spencer. If you can imagine the Tweeters 
Birding website in Washington as a sort-of 
high school yearbook, Dalton’s posting this 
summer was like a yearbook inscription, a 
paean to and from friends, the nine birders 
he named “and countless others” who helped 
him meet his goal of “graduating” to 200 
species on his Lewis County list. (see page 16) 
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From the Board  
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Kim Thorburn
During my second board stint, I find myself believing 
that the Washington Ornithological Society is like 
the children’s book The Little Engine that Could. A 
dedicated bunch of hard-working volunteers brings 
together the state’s birders for great field outings, edu-

cation, publications, and ornithological record-keep-
ing. At 31 years, our little organization continues to 
mature to ensure not only top quality services but 
also, good management.

Our board meetings begin with an item called “For 
the birds.” Each board member shares a good bird 
story to remind ourselves about why we devote time 
to WOS. Then we settle down to running the organi-
zation. There are the usual organizational matters of 
overseeing finances, documenting society business, 
and planning and implementing the services. And as 
WOS enters the age of young adulthood, its manage-
ment also develops.

Guided by our outgoing treasurer Kathy Slettebak 
as well as president Eric Dudley and vice president 
Jennifer Kauffman, WOS is undergoing its first ever 
external financial review. Julleen Snyder, CPA, of 
Jacobson Jarvis accounting firm is providing the 
assessment. We expect a full report by the end of the 
year but have already begun work on some findings. 

The review has identified the need for management 
procedures that the board is currently developing. 
While our finances are in good shape, monitored 

It has been a privilege to serve as WOS President this past year. I’ve enjoyed meeting and working with 
many of you during that time, and our officers and Board have gotten some good things accomplished. At 
our Board meeting in Moses Lake, when the slate of officers for next year was discussed, our friend and 
colleague Jennifer Kauffman mentioned that she has enjoyed serving her first year on the board. In a private 
conversation several days later, she and I agreed that she would be willing to continue as v-p this coming 
year if I would continue in my role, and that she would 
consent to being a candidate for president for 2020/2021. 
On balance, I think this is a good plan for WOS going for-
ward, as we hope members will agree. I do look forward 
to completing several important projects in the coming 
year, especially including our financial review, restructur-
ing the treasurer’s position, and seeing through our excit-
ing upcoming Conference, in cooperation with the OBA, 
in Astoria, September, 2020. There’s much to be excited 
about for WOS in the near future!

Message from the President  

Eric Dudley with wife Mary Kay



From the Board (continued)

Candidate Will Brooks

by volunteers who are earnest about their fiduciary 
responsibilities, it is time to separate bookkeeping 
functions from financial oversight. No decisions 
have yet been made but the board is seriously explor-
ing the utilization of a professional accountant.

The WOS board and officer election will be held 
in September. Officer terms are one year and board 
member terms are two years. Our slate is almost 
complete: two board members, Ed Swan and Kevin 
Black, whose terms are finishing will be leaving and 
another, Bob Flores, will run for re-election. Officers 
Eric, Jennifer and secretary Tom Bancroft will run 
for an additional term and Kathy is stepping aside. 
We are still looking for a candidate for treasurer. 
Please contact Kathy or another officer or board 
member if you’re interested. Board candidate biog-
raphies for new candidates can be seen below. in this 
issue of WOS News.

As a relatively new train car to this group of WOS 
leaders, it’s a pleasure to be the board member to 
acknowledge the outstanding contributions of our 
outgoing group. Ed’s persistent and detailed dedica-
tion brought us the first Washington Birds issue in 
several years. Kevin organized the memorable field 
trips of our 2018 conference in and around Klickitat 
County. We’ve felt secure as Kathy has professional-
ly managed our books and our finances. 

We all feel huge gratitude for their efforts. 

Board members aren’t the only volunteers who keep 
the WOS Engine stoked. Member Christian Kessler 
has recently taken responsibility for information@wos.
org. This is an important door to the community that 
responds to a great and sometimes daunting variety of 
bird questions from the public. And recall all of the oth-
er volunteer efforts that keep the organization chugging 
smoothly: monthly meeting speakers and refreshments, 
membership, website, publications, merchandising, and 
conference and field trip planning and organization.

We’re excitedly moving forward with the planning and 
preparations for our September 2020 conference in 
Astoria, Oregon. This will be our first ever joint con-
ference with the Oregon Birding Association and we’re 
joined in the planning efforts by OBA’s incoming pres-
ident Nagi Aboulenein and conference committee chair 
Kathy Krall. The other notable conference planning 
news is that we expect to engage Dr. John Fitzpatrick, 
director of the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, as 
the Saturday evening keynote speaker. What an oppor-
tunity it will be to learn more about eBird and all of the 
other community science and research of the Cornell 
Lab!

The success of our little WOS engine is the work of 
volunteers. And it’s all for the love of birds.

Candidate Ed Pullen

Two new candidates run for election; treasurer position is open

As a relative newcomer to 
Washington, I have been 
met with a warm welcome 
from Washington birders and 
WOS. Originally from Palo 
Alto, California, I came to 
Washington to go to school 
at the University of Puget 
Sound. Of course, as an avid 
birder, I immediately started 
exploring Pierce County. 
I started to meet locaI birders 

and was struck by how different the Washington birding scene 
was from California. In Washington I quickly started making 
connections. I chose to be a biology major and art minor, became 
a docent at the Slater Museum of Natural History, started leading 
on-campus bird walks, and planned to pursue a research-based 
career in evolutionary biology.  
My first project focused on song-recognition and hybridization 
in White-crowned Sparrows (see WOS newsletter 179 for my find-
ings). I was honored to receive the Patrick Sullivan Young Birders
Fund Award from WOS in order to fund this project.         - Will

Ed Pullen is a longtime 
WOS member and Puyallup/
Tacoma area birder.  He is a 
semi-retired family physician 
and now has time to serve on 
the WOS board of trustees if 
elected.  

He is active in the Tahoma 
Audubon Society and the 
Tacoma area ABC Birding 
Club, as well as in the South 
Hill Rotary.  

He has trustee experience with the Good Samaritan Hospi-
tal board of trustees as well as serving as the Chairman of 
the Board of Directors of Sound Family Medicine for over 
a decade. 

continued on page 17
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A Remarkable Weekend in Moses Lake (cont.)
car where my camera sat on the passenger seat.  
I’d left Moses 
Lake early in 
hopes of re-
cording the 
dawn chorus 
at Quilomene 
Wildlife Area, 
but the wind was 
too strong, so I 
had walked into 
this unfamiliar 
steppe – its spicy 
and bitter smell 
filling my nos-
trils. Agoseris, 
balsamroot, 
buckwheat, and 
desert-parsley 
bloomed among 
the bushes. The 
sparrow slowly 
turned around, giving me a full 360 of all its essential 
features, before he nonchalantly dropped down into 
the grass and disappeared. 

The previous five days had been remarkable bird-
ing, and it looked like today was going to be, too. The 
Washington Ornithological Society’s conference had 
just ended, and I’d spent two days scouting places. 
About 120 people attended, and Bob Flores did a yeo-
men’s job of organized 18 birding loops. I, however, 
could participate in only three. Some of the birds seen 
on the other trips simply filled me with pure envy: 
Tricolored Blackbirds, Avocets, Ferruginous Hawks, 
Long-billed Curlews, and some of the places still 
reside on my to-do list: Douglas Canyon, Northrup 
Canyon, Palouse Falls, and Columbia National Wild-
life Refuge, among others. 

It all started Wednesday morning when two 
friends and I left Seattle to scout two routes. Our first 
stop at Wildhorse Wind Farm set the stage for the en-
tire five days. A Horned Lark posed for photographs, 
a Loggerhead Shrike gave us a perfect look, and Sage 
Thrashers sang endlessly – their beautiful tunes filling 
the scrub. The young women at the visitor center were 
clearly disappointed that we wouldn’t take their tour 
of the turbines; they seemed bored. That evening, we 

camped at Ginkgo Petrified Forest State Park, and a 
Common Poorwill 
serenaded us while 
several bats did a 
noble job of keep-
ing the mosquitos 
in check. In the 
morning, warblers, 
vireos, thrushes, 
goldfinches, and 
sparrows filled the 
willows along the 
Columbia River.

This long 
weekend had been 
my first chance to 
immerse myself in 
sagebrush steppe, 
an often-neglected 
ecosystem. After 
spending more than 
a decade working to 

protect and conserve it, I was particularly excited to 
be here. In 1997, The Wilderness Society hired me to 
lead their science division, and I was based in Wash-
ington, DC. One of my primary responsibilities was 
to help them build a program to influence the Bureau 
of Land Management; the largest manager of cold and 
warm deserts. They oversee more land than any other 
federal or state agency. I hired lawyers, ecologists, 
economists, and landscape analysts to work with our 
policy, advocacy, and communication staff. Al-
though BLM doesn’t manage a lot of land in Central 
Washington, all the issues are here: land use, habitat 
fragmentation, invasive species, fire management, 
ORVs, development, and the fact that few people even 
acknowledge this ecosystem.

On Friday, the first wave of conference field trips 
left at 5:15 a.m.. People were remarkably cheerful. 
Twelve of the 18 planned loops were on that day’s 
agenda. The “reclamation” projects of the 1930s had 
converted much of the natural habitat to agriculture. 
Massive reservoirs store irrigation water, providing 
habitat for a broad suite of birds. A carefully planned 
agenda could result in an impressive personal list for 

continued on page 6
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                    American Whhite Pelicans

the conference, and I anticipated an extraordinary joint 
list. 

A stop at Silica Road was a good illustration of 
how pooling water from agricultural runoff creates 
a different habitat within this arid ecosystem. These 
pools would have been rare and probably more ephem-
eral before European development. Cattails and reeds 
surrounded open water. Red-winged and Yellow-headed 
blackbirds squawked from swaying stalks while recent 
fledglings begged incessantly. A Ring-necked Duck 
drifted along the edge, but the Blue-winged Teal found 
while scouting had discovered a hiding place. A flying 
Black-crowned Night-Heron caused several of us to run 
along the road’s side to make sure everyone saw it. The 
activity made it hard to head to the next stop. 

On these irrigation-caused wetlands, an incredible 
26 species of Anatidae were found over the confer-
ence. A White-fronted Goose was tucked into a flock of 
Canada Geese at Sun Lakes Park. Several parties found 
Tricolored Blackbirds. A species that I’d seen in Cali-
fornia but never Washington. Several American Avocets 
roosted or fed in shallows; more stories that made me 
envious. Even two species of phalaropes appeared. In 
total, people tallied seventeen shorebirds. At Gloyd 
Seeps Wildlife Area, two grebes sidled up to each other, 
a Western and Clark’s, giving a rare chance to compare 
field marks. These artificial wetlands made a chance 
to see so many species that 
probably wouldn’t have been 
here in these numbers before 
humans damned up the water, 
but at what expense to other 
species?

The basalt cliffs towered 
over the Columbia River. We 
could look west across the 
valley toward the Cascades 
and north and south up this 
massive gorge. Here, the 
Miocene lava flows created 
a flat terrain that was then 
sculptured by the Pleistocene 
floods. Our group dropped 
down into Frenchman Coulee, 
one of those flood carved canyons, stopping       where 
we could stand on the edge of sheer cliffs. “No jump-
ing, please,” I said. While White-throated Swifts zipped 

overhead, the Cliff Swallows put on a show. Hun-
dreds flew by, many below us, showing their light 
rump patch that often is so hard to spot. I tried 
to corral my group to walk up a trail into a small 
basalt canyon filled with scrub. No, go. Several had 
wandered to where Violet-green Swallows nested 
in basalt cracks, others had been hooked by a Say’s 
Phoebe feeding young, and one had gone to search 
for an unknown call. Watching the time, I finally 
gave up and played, once, the Rock Wren song. It 
worked like a charm. He flew out of the cliffs to 
land on a stone podium in the middle of our group, 
surveyed all of us as if to say, “You don’t look 
right,” and then in a huff, left by flying around us 
and back into the canyon. 

Clumps of trees occurred naturally in the steppe 
where water lingered, such as Getty’s Cove, but 
human development had created many more, like 
the cottonwood grove around the visitor center at 
Ginkgo Petrified Forest. These often act as mag-
nets for migrating birds. I dislike the word “trap” 
because it implies, they don’t get out. Yellow, 
Orange-crowned, and Yellow-rumped warblers 
graced us, but the MacGillivray’s seen the previous 
week didn’t show. Bullock’s Orioles and Western 
Tanagers and several sparrows and vireos fed there, 
even a few lingering Hermit Thrushes. Oh, and then 

there were 
those “bloody” 
Empidonax 
flycatchers that 
refused to sing.

These 
patches of trees 
will occasion-
ally attract 
large numbers 
of migrants 
who must stop 
on their north-
ward travels 
when they burn 
through their 
fat reserves. 

An incredible 22 Hermit Thrushes were at Bassett 
Park. Others found a great mixture of warblers 

A Remarkable Weekend in Moses Lake (cont.)

continued on page  7



WOSNews No. 181   August - Sept.  2019                Page 7

Help monitor seabirds in the 
southern Salish Sea
Are seabirds in the southern Salish Sea increasing or 
decreasing in numbers? Which species are changing their 
range? Help us find out. Puget Sound Seabird Survey is a 
community science project managed by Seattle Audubon 
that trains volunteer birdwatchers to gather valuable data 
on wintering seabird populations across our region.

You can contribute to this vital seabird science by join-
ing the 13th season of this exciting project. We are now 
recruiting enthusiastic and dedicated volunteers. 

Training on survey methodology will be provided at multiple locations throughout Puget Sound and 
north from mid-September until the first week of October. Volunteers should ideally be able to identify 
Puget Sound’s seabird species and be available on the first Saturday of each month, October through April. But, 
if determining between Barrow’s and Common Goldeneye is a challenge, we’ll team you up with more knowl-
edgeable surveyors. Learn more, including training dates, at <www.seabirdsurvey.org> and email Toby Ross, 
Senior Science Manager <tobyr@seattleaudubon.org> if you would like more information, or to take part.

flitting through these woods, including Yellow, Yel-
low-rumped, Townsend’s, Wilson’s, Orange-crowned, 
Nashville, MacGillivray’s as well as Common Yel-
lowthroats. Red-eyed, Cassin’s, and Warbling vireos 
made their presences known. Other groups did better 
on the flycatcher identification: Olive-sided, West-
ern Wood-Pewee, Willow, Least, Hammond’s, Gray, 
Dusky, and Pacific-sloped. Even a Northern Catbird 
appeared.

Interestingly enough, the Columbia River, a usual 
haven for waterfowl, was practically void of birds. 
Common Loons and Common Mergansers dove for 
fish. Ospreys, Bald Eagles, and Turkey Vultures glided 
over the valley, and hundreds of swallows fed above 
the water. Killdeer nested in several of the parks, and 
a few Spotted Sandpipers bobbed their bodies, but the 
rafts of ducks had migrated north. Some groups saw 
Golden Eagles flying along the impressive basalt cliffs. 
Historically, the Columbia River was always crucial for 
water birds, but I wondered how it had changed now 
that it is a series of lakes rather than a river.

Fourteen field trips took off on Saturday morning, 
but again at 5:15 a.m., the crowd was lively. Moses 
Lake and Pothole Reservoir are two large lakes built 

to hold irrigation water. They feed the conversion 
of vast stretches of sagebrush into potatoes, apples, 
wheat, barley, carrots, corn, onions, peaches, beans, 
and lots more. These lakes and their wetlands provide 
habitat for many water-dependent birds, and several 
field trips sought these avian treasures.

Perch Point, overlooking Potholes Reservoir, 
proved to be one of these ideal places. As we climbed 
out of the car, Tracy Mitchell said, “I’ll keep the list 
today.” 

“Great,” I said, one thing I wouldn’t need to wor-
ry about. Both Western and Clark’s grebes glided on 
the water, occasionally diving for fish. A large flock 
of gulls roosted on a distance peninsula, and both Cal-
ifornia and Ring-billed could be discerned. Caspian 
and Forester’s terns flew along the shoreline. Scoping 
the open water spotted Buffleheads and one Ruddy 
Duck, while a small flock of Red-breasted Mergan-
sers cruised by the shore. 

Back near the car, Tracy asked, “Okay, what all 
did we see?” Pen and paper ready. My group started 
rattling off names, and we were pleasantly surprised. 

A Remarkable Weekend in Moses Lake (cont.)

continued on page 9
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Marbled Godwit

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife with the help of Ducks Unlimited recently finalized the 
purchase of 1,100 acres of land near Westport in Grays Harbor County. WDFW will manage the new prop-
erty as an addition to the Elk River Unit of the Johns River Wildlife Area. A second phase to purchase an 
additional 600 acres is expected by the end of the year. The new property features diverse natural resourc-
es, including large freshwater and saltwater wetland areas and old-growth Sitka spruce trees. A variety 
of wildlife use the area for year-round habitat, including waterfowl, Roosevelt elk, black-tailed deer, and 
black bears.

“The new addition to the Elk River Unit is one of those truly special properties,” said Greg Green, Ducks 
Unlimited manager of conservation programs.WDFW purchased the property with about $1.5 million from 
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service National Coastal Wetland Conservation Grant Program and $500,000 
from the Washington Coastal Restoration Initiative, which the Washington State Department of Ecology 
administers. Ducks Unlimited also provided in-kind matching funds.

Johns River Wildlife Area Expanding by 1,700 Acres
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                              Eastern Kingbird

Twenty-eight species in less than an hour, including 
kingbirds, meadowlarks, robins, doves, and sparrows.

On a scouting trip, Eric Dudley had found a colo-
ny of Bank Swallows at Lind Coulee, and they were 
still present. Several 
dozen zipping across 
the water, dashing in 
an out of miniature 
tunnels. Cliff, Tree, 
and Rough-winged 
swallows also worked 
the lake. Through the 
spotting scope, the 
feathers on a male 
Cinnamon Teal sim-
ply popped. Potholes 
State Park seemed 
void of woodland 
migrants when my 
group stopped by, 
but others had found 
good stuff there. 
Orange-crowned 
and yellow-rumped 
warblers, Brewer’s 
and Red-winged 
blackbirds, Lazu-
li Buntings, Downy 
Woodpeckers, lots of American Goldfinches, but the 
male California Quail that strutted across the parking 
area as if he owned the place during my scouting failed 
to show.

 A site with the name “Birder’s Corner” must be 
good. A full breeding plumage Horned Grebe lazily 
floated in the pond, undisturbed by anything. Although 
not an uncommon bird in Washington, it had been a 
long time since I had seen a breeding individual with 
its yellow eye patch, black chin, rufous neck, and gray 
scaling on its back. We all took multiple turns watching 
this elegant bird enjoy the morning and wondered if 
its mate had a nest tucked back in the reeds. A pair of 
Redheads worked across the pond, occasionally diving 
for food, sometimes just floating. They breed in eastern 
Washington. Had their attempt failed or were they just 
preparing? Maybe she was in the middle of egg-laying, 
waiting until her clutch was nearly complete before be-
ginning incubation. With the male still hanging around, 
probably the latter. Other groups found Black-necked 

Stilts and Blue-winged Teals here. A pair of Ravens 
fed nestlings on one of the electrical powerline 
towers. The Great Egret though was the specialty 
bird. A small population nests near Moses Lake. 

In two days of 
scouting, I hadn’t 
seen one, but here 
it was. I spent a 
decade studying 
this species in the 
Everglades and 
using its needs to 
push a restoration 
agenda. They con-
tinue to stir my 
passion.

The Northern 
Potholes Reserve 
is accessed by 
running across a 
vast expanse of 
sagebrush. Mead-
owlarks abound-
ed, even a Lark 
Sparrow gave us a 
pose, and a Bull-
ock’s Oriole sang 
in some willows. 

But the goal was a causeway where we could look 
north into the largest water-bird rookery in Wash-
ington. Ah, but all it had was old nests. The colony 
was abandoned, a victim of too much disturbance 
or the vagrancy of bird behavior. Birds though 
were abundant there. Buffleheads, Western Grebes, 
American Coots, Killdeer, Great Egrets appeared in 
one direction or another. American Robins, Western 
Tanagers, and Black-headed Grosbeaks all sang, 
giving us a chance to practice our birding by ear.

Later that day, Nathan Pieplow would empha-
size the need for a common lexicon about bird 
songs. Through a combination of a workshop and 
a banquet talk, he helped us learn to describe in 
words those magical tunes that so mesmerize us.

Is meeting at 5:30 a.m. sleeping in? Seems like 
it after two days of leading trips that left at 5:15. 
Again, 14 adventurers took off early on Sunday. 

A Remarkable Weekend in Moses Lake (cont.)

continued on page 10
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A Remarkable Weekend in Moses Lake (cont.)
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                                 Bird Fests in September
Puget Sound Bird 
Fest  
Various Locations
Sept. 13-15
Edmonds, Wash-
ington

Swift Night Out  
Sept. 7,    
5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Frank Wagner Elem. 
School
Monroe, Washington

David Gluckman photo

Puget Sound Bird Fest is an annual fall celebration 
of birds and nature found on the beautiful shores 
of Puget Sound. It is listed as one of Seattle's best 
events on events12.com, the web site of events cur-
rently over 12 months in major cities.

Our three-day event includes speakers, guided walks, 
land and water-based field trips, exhibits, and educa-
tional activities for children and adults. Plan to spend 
the weekend in Edmonds, birding and meeting other 
birders, naturalists, photographers, and people en-
gaged in fascinating bird research projects.

Some events, such as the Keynote Address on Friday 
evening by Tim Boyer, require advance registration-
Tim is an award-winning nature photographer. His 
images have been published in many bird and nature 
magazines. He is a full-time photographer and a 
graduate of Seattle Audubon’s Master Birder Pro-
gram. He enjoys sharing his knowledge of photogra-
phy and birds through workshops and presentations. 
Tim’s address is titled “Unsderstanding Shorebirds, 
the Miracle of Migration.”

EXHIBITORS: If you would like to have a booth at 
Bird Fest, please contact Jennifer.Leach
[at]edmondswa.gov by August 15. 

VOLUNTEERS: Bird Fest relies almost entirely on 
volunteers. If you are interested in joining us to help 
plan, organize, or help with activities the day of the 
festival, please contact Jennifer Leach 425-771-0227 
or Jennifer.leach[at]edmondswa.gov.

The Monroe Wagner school chimney 
is one of the world’s most significant 
night-time shelters for migrating Vaux’s 
Swifts. In 2008 local Audubon groups 
determined this and raised $100,000 for 
a seismic retrofit and security camera 
with crow pokers. In the last 23 migra-
tions the Vaux’s Happening project has 
documented almost 3 million swifts 
going to roost in this structure.

Audubon groups host a SWIFT NIGHT 
OUT with educational booths, games, 
food, and hopefully a lot of swifts. In 
good weather the birds enter the chim-
ney around sunset. If there is rain they 
will try to just beat the rain. The event 
will be held September 7 this year. Past 
events have attracted nearly a thousand 
humans and over 14,000 swifts. On-
street parking is available and you may 
need to walk. You might want to bring 
a folding chair or blanket. 

                                 - Larry Schwitters
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          Marsh Wren

For me, it was a day of sheer joy, for I was going to 
immerse myself in sagebrush, and our leader, Kim 
Thorburn, was an expert on that habitat and one of 
the foremost advocates for its protection and resto-
ration. Throughout my conservation career, I’d often 
heard people describe these cold deserts as desolate, 
barren, and even a wasteland. Besides the birds 
we’d be finding, the steppe was loaded with bloom-
ing flowers, many not found on the west side of the 
Cascades where I live. Over the previous two days, 
I’d often been torn by my need to lead and the desire 
to key out a buckwheat, desert-parsley, or some other 
gem. 

These counties all promote their agriculture, for 
good reason, but I doubted that any field trip stopped 
to survey the ground under one of those sizeable 
pivotal irrigation systems, all monocultures. Oh yes, 
occasionally crows flew across one, a Red-tailed 
Hawk soared overhead, or if lucky, a Long-billed 
Curlew might be spotted in alfalfa, but it seemed that 
these were the definition of desolate. 

We sped west to Quincy Wildlife Area with its 
rolling hills and many potholes filled with irrigation 
seepage. Again, these wetlands in the middle of the 
dry scrub proved lively. Twenty magnificent Ameri-
can White Pelicans roosted on Stan Coffin Lake, and 
they put on a show. Several took flight and used those 
long wings with black remiges to lift from the water, 
circle, and fly over to a second group, landing with 
a splash but also the grace of an athlete. With each 
downward beat of those mighty wings, I could almost 
feel the air current at our distant perch. Other water 
birds -- terns, sandpipers, Ospreys, Killdeer, mergan-
sers, and shovelers, fed there or floated lazily on the 
surface. A male Redhead drifted behind some reeds, 
teasing us with a clear view. 

We walked through the scrub, crossing small 
streams lined with willows, and went deep into this 
beautiful habitat. The spicy aroma of sagebrush filled 
our nostrils with wonder. At one place, a Warbling 
Vireo flitted through the backside of a willow while a 
Lazuli Bunting serenaded us from the top. The sharp 
chattering whistle notes of a Wilson’s Warbler came 
from a thicket while the “wichety wichety wichety” of 
a Common Yellowthroat drifted up to us. At maxi-
mum spotting scope distance, we spent considerable 
time trying to detect the field marks of 

A Remarkable Weekend in Moses Lake (cont.)
one bird. Finally, the features of a Yellow-breasted 
Chat became obvious. 

I’d hoped this field trip would take us to where 
Sagebrush steppe stretched for as far as the eye could 
see, where its smells, sounds, and feel could surround 
us. Kim had just the place, Baird Springs Road. Ten 
stops and four hours later, we had seen many of the 
sagebrush specialties. At one point, a small brown bird 
flew at grill level across the road. Kim coasted to a 
stop, trying not to disturb it, and our two carloads of 
birders pilled out. Hidden in the bush was a bird with a 
harlequin face pattern of cinnamon, white, and black, a 
Lark Sparrow. 

In several places, Kim would point and say, “Hear 
that.” Sometimes, I, too, could hear the Brewer’s, 
Vespers, or Sagebrush sparrows that were singing. Oh, 
to be able to hear, what a treasure! At another point, 
a larger bird dashed across the road at cartop level. 
Scrambling up the embankment allowed us to focus on 
this elusive ghost, a Loggerhead Shrike. 

At the junction of Overen Road, a large patch of ri-
parian habitat provided a plethora of birds. A lingering 
Golden-crowned Sparrow appeared in the thicket; it 
should have been north in the Arctic. Milton Vine said, 
“Look, we have both Myrtle and Audubon’s here.” 
Both color forms gave us perfect looks.

Many participants in other field trips had fantastic 
looks at these obligate steppe species. In one stretch of 
Nepal Road, Lark, Sagebrush, Grasshopper, and Brew-
er’s sparrows all showed themselves as well as Sage 
Thrashers. I was jealous of the Long-billed Curlews 
discovered by several. Two Ferruginous Hawks were 
found near Palouse Falls, and one sat on the ground 
giving everyone great views. Both these later species 
are ones I’ve seen on wintering grounds but never in 
their breeding habitats. 

My Sunday group was trying hard to head back to 
Moses Lake; some wanted to drive home that evening. 
But the birds had other plans. Speeding down a hill, 
the dust flying behind, we shot by a tall bush. In the 
shadow, sat a large hawk, a dark one at that. Brakes 
slammed on, now well past the mystery. A dark phase 
Swainson’s Hawk held something in its right talons. 
Her yellow tarsi and feet contrasted with the cinnamon 

continued on page 13
Rick Leche photo
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Purple Martin

brown of her body, wings, and head. As we walked 
back to the cars, the melodious songs of two Western 
Meadowlarks pushed us along. These beautiful tunes 
had filled the air at almost all our stops this weekend, 
and I thought these made an excellent close to the 
conference.

At Quilomene, the Sagebrush Sparrow had totally 
vanished, but it left me with a sense of satisfaction. 
During my two days of scouting and the three days of 
the conference, I’d tallied 112 species, more than I’d 
expected. The conference as a whole recorded 204. 
Looking over the scrub on that sunny Monday, I blurt-

ed out, “Thank you,” to all the volunteers whose time 
and energy made the conference happen and to the 
birds. Just then, a Mountain Bluebird flew down the 
slope to land not far from me. He fluffed his sky-blue 
feathers as if to say, “What did you expect! My home 
is anything but desolate.”

A Remarkable Weekend in Moses Lake (cont.)

For the list of bird species seen at the 
annual WOS conference, see page 14
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Species Seen at the 2019 Annual Conference
COMMON NAME below

Snow Goose, Greater White-fronted Goose, Cackling 
Goose, Canada Goose, Mute Swan*, Wood Duck, Blue-
winged Teal, Cinnamon Teal, Northern Shoveler, Gadwall, 
Eurasian Wigeon, American Wigeon, Mallard, Northern 
Pintail, Green-winged Teal, Canvasback, Redhead, Ring-
necked Duck, Greater Scaup, Lesser Scaup, Bufflehead, 
Common Goldeneye, Barrow’s Goldeneye, Hooded Mer-
ganser, Common Merganser, Ruddy Duck, California Quail, 
Chukar, Gray Partridge, Ring-necked Pheasant, Ruffed 
Grouse, Wild Turkey, Pied-billed Grebe, Horned Grebe, 
Red-necked Grebe, Eared Grebe, Western Grebe, Clark’s 
Grebe, Rock Pigeon, Eurasian Collared-Dove, Mourn-
ing Dove, 
Black Swift, 
Vaux’s Swift, 
White-throat-
ed Swift, 
Black-chinned 
Humming-
bird, Anna’s 
Humming-
bird, Rufous 
Hummingbird, 
Calliope Hum-
mingbird, Vir-
ginia Rail, Sora, 
American Coot, 
Sandhill Crane, 
Black-necked 
Stilt, Ameri-
can Avocet, 
Semipalmated 
Plover, Killdeer, 
Long-billed 
Curlew, Dunlin, 
Least Sandpip-
er, Semipal-
mated Sand-
piper, Western 
Sandpiper, 
Long-billed Dowitcher, Wilson’s Snipe, Spotted Sandpiper, 
Solitary Sandpiper, Willet, Greater Yellowlegs, Wilson’s 
Phalarope, Red-necked Phalarope, Bonaparte’s Gull, 
Franklin’s Gull, Mew Gull, Ring-billed Gull, California Gull, 
Glaucous-winged Gull, Caspian Tern, Forster’s Tern, Com-
mon Loon, Double-crested Cormorant, American White 
Pelican, American Bittern, Great Blue Heron, Great Egret, 
Black-crowned Night-Heron, White-faced Ibis, Turkey 
Vulture, Osprey, Golden Eagle, Northern Harrier, Cooper’s 
Hawk, Bald Eagle, Swainson’s Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, 
Ferruginous Hawk, Barn Owl, Great Horned Owl, Burrow-
ing Owl, Belted Kingfisher, Lewis’s Woodpecker, Red-naped 
Sapsucker, Red-breasted Sapsucker, Downy Woodpecker, 
Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Pileated Woodpeck-

er, American Kestrel, Peregrine Falcon, Prairie Falcon, 
Ash-throated Flycatcher, Western Kingbird, Olive-sided 
Flycatcher, Western Wood-Pewee, Willow Flycatcher, 
Least Flycatcher, Hammond’s Flycatcher, Gray Flycatcher, 
Dusky Flycatcher, Pacific-slope Flycatcher, Say’s Phoe-
be, Loggerhead Shrike, Cassin’s Vireo, Warbling Vireo, 
Red-eyed Vireo, Steller’s Jay, California Scrub-Jay, Black-
billed Magpie, American Crow, Common Raven, Horned 
Lark, Tree Swallow, Violet-green Swallow, N. Rough-
winged Swallow, Bank Swallow, Cliff Swallow, Barn 
Swallow, Black-capped Chickadee, Mountain Chickadee, 
Chestnut-backed Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch, 
White-breasted Nuthatch, Pygmy Nuthatch, Rock Wren, 
Canyon Wren, House Wren, Marsh Wren, Bewick’s Wren, 

American 
Dipper, Gold-
en-crowned 
Kinglet, Ru-
by-crowned 
Kinglet, West-
ern Bluebird, 
Mountain 
Bluebird, 
Townsend’s 
Solitaire, Swain-
son’s Thrush, 
Hermit Thrush, 
American Rob-
in, Gray Catbird, 
Sage Thrash-
er, European 
Starling, Cedar 
Waxwing, 
House Spar-
row, American 
Pipit, Evening 
Grosbeak, 
House Finch, 
Purple Finch, 
Cassin’s Finch, 
Red Crossbill, 
Pine Siskin, 

American Goldfinch, Spotted Towhee, Chipping Sparrow, 
Brewer’s Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow, Lark Sparrow, Sage-
brush Sparrow, Savannah Sparrow, Grasshopper Sparrow, 
Fox Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Lincoln’s Sparrow, White-
crowned Sparrow, Golden-crowned Sparrow, Dark-eyed 
Junco, Yellow-breasted Chat, Yellow-headed Blackbird, 
Western Meadowlark, Bullock’s Oriole, Red-winged 
Blackbird, Tricolored Blackbird, Brown-headed Cowbird, 
Brewer’s Blackbird, Orange-crowned Warble,r Nashville 
Warbler, MacGillivray’s Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, 
Yellow Warbler Yellow-rumped Warbler, Townsend’s 
Warbler, Hermit Warbler, Wilson’s Warbler, Western 
Tanager, Black-headed Grosbeak, Lazuli Bunting, Acorn 
Woodpecker, Purple Martin, Lesser Goldfinch.
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Barred Owl is the ‘Most Immediate Threat’ to 
Northern Spotted Owl Recovery, Says Scientist 
Who Co-authored Recent 3-year Removal Study  

When Barred Owls are just six months old they can begin to establish territories they will use for nesting and feeding. 
They “eat everything” and “their density is surprising,” says David Wiens, who has studied the interactions of Barred 
Owls with other species such as Northern Spotted Owls for more than a decade. Wiens is the team leader for a 3.5-year 
experiment to remove Barred Owls in Spotted Owl territory to help the threatened pecies make a comeback. “What our 
experiment is about is whether removal can benefit Spotted Owls and be used as a management tool,” Wiens said.

As a supervisory research wildlife biologist at the USGS Forest and Rangeland Ecosystem Science Center in Corvallis, 
Wiens and cohorts have been responsible for an  enormous amount of work on the three areas chosen for the study – two 
locations in Oregon and one in 
Washington. The USGS in July 
published details of the remov-
al study, and wildlife agencies 
are “just beginning to develop a 
management strategy“ for Barred 
Owls. His team’s data is sure to 
be important in that effort. “We 
want absolutely no mistakes” in 
identification during the remov-
al program, he said. “It can be 
tricky because they do hybrid-
ize.”

By the Editor

Data show about 1,400 Barred 
Owls were removed from 
hundreds of sites within three 
habitats where Northern Spotted 
Owls fed and nested. Particularly 
in the Oregon Coastal Range, 
Barred Owl density was very 
high and so were reproductive 
rates. “In 2018 we detected con-
sistent or increasing numbers of                                               
resident Spotted Owls in areas with Barred Owl removal, but sharp declines in areas without removal,” Wiens said.

Scientists are concerned about a number of threats to the survival of Northern Spotted Owls, incuding fires, logging, 
rodenticide exposure, and others. Wiens’s long experience with the two species and these recent results indicate “Barred 
Owls are the most immediate threat right now” to the recovery of Spotted Owls, he said.

Many of the Barred Owls that were taken 
went to museums and other collections for 
use in educational and cultural programs. 

One lucky “specimen” caught by Wiens 
survived and is now on display at the High 
Desert Musem in Bend, Oregon. It was 
named Barry by the museum staff. (see 
above photo)

To read the report on the removal experiment, go 
to:
http:/wos.org/documents/Publications/Newslet-
ter%20Photos/181/barred-owl-2018-report.pdf
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Dalton will leave soon to attend Montana State University in Bozeman. WOSNews caught up with him for a 
Q&A about his  accomplishment, and his inspirational story. 
 
Q. How long were you at this? Were 
there big obstacles in your way? 
A. One thousand, one hundred and 
sixty-three days. I was in school for all 
but the last three birds - numbers 198, 
199, and 200 - those were after I gradu-
ated high school. (And a quote from his 
Tweeters post: I couldn’t drive for much 
of that time....) 
 
Q. What was your favorite bird in all that 
time? 
A. That is like asking the parents who is 
their favorite child! Black Phoebe. 
 
Q. Your mother is a teacher and you grew up as a hunter.  
How has that background translated into a love of birding? 
A. Just going outside does it for me. There is always a sense of adventure ... The first three years I didn’t even 
know other birders. Then I became acquainted with Dave Hayden and some others. 
 
Q. Are there special moments you can recall? 
A. Once I was out to find this Redhead on a (small body of water.) There was a massive, sudden rainstorm. The 
bird was a juvenile male, which didn’t make it any easier. But I succeeded. 
 
Q. How have you been spending your summer getting ready for college? 
A. I quit my job so I can go birding and relax. I am a board member for Black Hills Audubon Society and I have 
led two field trips. I will lead two more before I move to Bozeman. It is ... a lot of fun.

Q and A With Dalton Spencer (continued)

Sanderlings and Dunlins

J Van Cise photo



For President: Eric Dudley, DVM 
I’ve very much enjoyed my membership in WOS over 
the past four years. It’s been a blast meeting so many fine 
birders and serving on the Board for three years under the 
direction of such luminaries as Penny Rose, Jim Danzen-
baker and now Cindy McCormack! I’m very committed 
to the mission of WOS and would consider it a privilege 
to serve as president during the coming year. Profession-
ally, I’ve practiced veterinary medicine for 35 years, most 
of that time in the north end of Tacoma. I retired at the 
end of 2017. I now find that I have time to pursue many 
interests that have been on the “back burner” before, 
including my musical pursuits, gardening, reading and 
traveling. I’ve had much fun on birding trips over the last 
couple of years, including several with Field Guides, but 
I’ve especially appreciated the WOS trips we’ve taken 
more locally. We live in Gig Harbor, where we’ve been 
for the last four years. My wonderful wife Mary Kay is 
the Director of Service Training at TrueBlue (a staffing 
company) in Tacoma, and between us, we have five kids, 
a couple of whom engage in birding-related activities. We 
look forward to meeting as many of you as possible in the 
near future! 

For Vice President: Jennifer Kauffman 
Jennifer has been a member of WOS for more than five 
years and has thoroughly enjoyed many field trips and 
annual conferences across the state. She appreciates the 
opportunity to contribute her organizational and leader-
ship skills to the organization. Jennifer grew up in Ohio 
exploring birds and nature. She studied environmental 
science and water resources management in college and 
graduate school. She was an environmental and public 
outreach consultant for more than 20 years, and then 
spent 15 years with King County managing wastewater 
capital projects. She retired from King County in 2016. 
Jennifer completed the Seattle Audubon Master Bird-
er class in 2017. She is a past Seattle Audubon board 
member, and continues to support its outreach, operations 
and science programs (Neighborhood Bird Project, Puget 
Sound Seabird Survey). She also served on the Vestry 
(board) at her church and volunteers at meals programs. 
Jennifer and her husband Jerry live in Seattle. 

For Secretary: Tom Bancroft 
Tom Bancroft has been exceptional in his role as Secre-
tary of WOS and becoming more involved with birding in 
Washington. He is on the board of Washington Audubon 
Society and previously served as Vice President of the 
Florida Ornithological Society. In Florida, he helped host 
one of their semi-annual meetings. Tom has also been 
a board member of the Wilson Ornithological Society 
and the Ornithological Council. Seattle is now his home 
where he is working on writing and photography. He is a 
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Board Candidates Sign On for Another Year
member of Seattle Audubon and Washington Environmental 
Council, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, and active in conserva-
tion issues. For more than a decade, Tom worked on Ever-
glades restoration issues for National Audubon Society and 
Archbold Biological Station before moving to Washington, 
DC. In D.C., he led the research department of The Wil-
derness Society for a decade and helped build conservation 
programs across the west and in Alaska. He then served as 
chief scientist for National Audubon Society for three years, 
helping them expand their conservation work across the 
Americas. During that time, Tom was appointed to a panel 
providing recommendations to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service on the placement of wind turbines relative to birds 
and bats. He has a Ph.D. from the University of South Flor-
ida with an emphasis on ornithology. Tom hopes to build 
his bird list in Washington so that it catches up with his 
sightings from Florida and Pennsylvania. His daughter lives 
in Australia, and he has birded extensively there and now 
has seen more birds in Queensland than in any other state in 
the world. He hopes to have his Washington list surpass his 
Queensland number soon. 

Continuing: Faye McAdams-Hands 
My name is Faye McAdams Hands and I am an avid birder 
that has been a member of WOS for many years, attending 
many of the Annual Conferences. I also am a member of 
Tahoma Audubon in Tacoma/ Pierce County and have been 
a past Fieldtrip Chairperson, and am the current Christmas 
Bird Count Coordinator for this chapter’s Count Circle 
(since 1999). Additionally, I am a member of the Ameri-
can Birding Association. I enjoy submitting and perusing 
sightings on eBird locally, and when traveling. And I LOVE 
to travel! I am also a contact person for BirdingPals, and 
have both enjoyed their connections in foreign countries, as 
well as having been contacted by traveling birders seeking 
some guiding assistance in Washington. I am also a charter 
member of the Washington based Willettes – a group of 
like-minded lady birders that enjoy each other’s compa-
ny and birding adventures. I am recently retired from my 
sequential careers as first, a Flight Attendant, and later, a 
Psychiatric Social Worker. I live in Belfair, where I co-lead 
(with John Riegsecker) bi-monthly walks at Theler Wetlands 
on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month. My awesome 
husband Wade is a Professor of Economics at the University 
of Puget Sound in Tacoma. We have two Labrador Retrievers 
that share our home. 

Continuing: Kim Thorburn 
Kim is a retired public health physician who never particu-
larly enjoyed sitting behind a desk. Since wildlife biology 
uses much of the scientific methodology of public health it 
seemed a natural post-retirement avocation. She turned her 
attention to wildlife conservation. At least, it provides some 
time in the field. She has worked as a volunteer with the 

continued on page 18



Christian Hagenlocher

Two of birding’s most celebrated records were broken in 2016: Neil Hayward’s 
2013 mark for the most bird species identified in one year in the ABA Area, and 
Noah Strycker’s 2015 record for the most birds recorded around the world.  

According to the ABA, not one but four birders topped Hayward’s record of 749 
species: Christian Hagenlocher, a high-school biology teacher from Seattle, 
Washington, recorded 750 species. Photographer Laura Keene, from Mason, 
Ohio, spotted 759. Author Olaf Danielson, of South Dakota, recorded 776. And 
John Weigel, an American living in Australia, finished with 780.

Christian will be our speaker at the October WOS monthly meeting. Come 
and greet him!

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) 
on Greater Sage-Grouse and Columbian Sharp-tailed 
Grouse recovery for which she received the 2010 WDFW 
Volunteer of the Year. In 2015, Governor Inslee appointed 
her to the Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission. 
Kim served as WOS treasurer during 2013-14. She has 
also led conference field trips.

For Director: Bob Flores
Although my interest in birding began earlier it was not 
until I attended Humboldt University that I discovered 
a world of birders. It was from this experience I became 
much more serious about my hobby. I was fortunate to 
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find a position with the National Wildlife Refuge System 
in 1982 although I had worked years prior for California. 
Department of Fish and Game and as a private contractor, 
conducting waterfowl lead poisoning studies, running hunter 
check stations and three years studying black bears. The 
Refuge System offered me adventures - living across the 
United States - and I took advantage, working refuges in 
Florida, Alabama, Montana, twice in California, Nevada and 
again twice in Washington.  I ended my career in the region-
al office as the Refuge Supervisor for Washington, Oregon 
and Idaho. I retired in Ridgefield with my wife Cindy where 
we intend to stay. While in Othello I assisted in making the 
Othello Sandhill Crane Festival the success it is today. 

Candidates Sign On for Another Year (cont.)
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Christian Hagenlocher is the October Speaker


