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The contents of this report are based on deliberations of the Washington
Bird Records Committee (hereafter, Committee) that occurred between
November 2004 and October 2005. The Committee examined 215 reports
involving 82 species. A total of 175 reports was accepted as valid records,
an acceptance rate of 82%. An impressive total of ten new species was
added to the check-list of Washington birds: Baikal Teal, Common Eider,
Glossy Ibis, Crested Caracara, Little Stint, Black-tailed Gull, Great Black-
backed Gull, Alder Flycatcher, Northern Wheatear, and Redwing. The
species qualifying for review by the Committee can be found in the check-
list of Washington birds (see http://www.wos.org/WAList01.htm).

The Committee recently decided to review subspecies and morphs
that are sufficiently rare to meet the same standards as full species and
are reliably identifiable in the field. The list of review subspecies/forms
includes Blue Goose, Bewick’s Swan, Krider’s Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo
Jamaicensis kriderii), Prairie Merlin (Falco columbarius richardsonii),
Eurasian Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus variegatus), nominate Rock
Sandpiper (Calidris p. ptilocnemis), Kamchatka Gull (Larus canus
kamchatkensis), Vega Herring Gull (Larus argentatus vegae), Woodhouse’s
Scrub-Jay (Aphelocoma californica woodhouseii group), Eurasian Barn
Swallow (Hirundo r. rustica group), Interior Bushtit (Parus minimus
plumbeous group), Japonicus American Pipit (Anthus rubescens japonicus),
Timberline Sparrow (Spizella breweri taverni), Red Fox Sparrow, and
Pink-sided Junco (Junco hyemalis mearnst). 1t is likely that in time other
subspecies will be added to this list.

For purposes of the Committee’s work, and for use in this document,
information submitted to the Committee to support an observation is
considered a “report.” A “record” is a report that has been accepted by the
Committee. The taxonomy and nomenclature used in this text are those of
the American Ornithologists’ Union (1998) checklist and subsequent up-
dates. The records are presented in taxonomic order and generally include
the following information: the number of individuals sighted, location and
date span for the report, names of the observers who submitted document-
ing evidence, and additional supporting comments from the authors of
this article. Records supported by photographs, videotape, or recorded
vocalizations are indicated in the text next to the initials of the relevant
contributor. Committee members who voted on these reports were Kevin
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number of likely correct reports that are not submitted to the Committee
has regrettably increased as well. Most records have been from Septem-
ber through November in southwestern Washington, especially in Clark
County. The Monroe bird was among the northernmost ever recorded and
the Conboy National Wildlife Refuge reports furnished only the second
accepted from eastern Washington, the first record coming from the same
location on 17 September 2001 (Mlodinow and Aanerud 2006). There are
two additional generally accepted reports from eastern Washington (Wahl
et al. 2005).

Crested Caracara (Caracara cheriway). Crested Caracaras have been
reported three times from Washington, but none had been accepted due to
questions regarding origin (Tweit and Skriletz 1996, Aanerud and Mat-
tocks 2000): Westport, Grays Harbor County, on 21 June 1936 (Jewett et
al 1953), Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor County, on 13 August 1983 (Hoge
and Hoge 1991), and an adult at Neah Bay, Clallam County, from 4 Janu-
ary to 26 February 1998 (WOSNews 53). Presumably the same bird was
subsequently recorded near Port Hardy on northern Vancouver Island from
4 May to 3 June 1998 (Campbell et al. 2001). The committee was con-
cerned that, even though the species is reported to be very rare in captivity,
there were too few records to the south to demonstrate a pattern of natural
vagrancy.

Subsequently, however, there have been increasing numbers of records
from California, many of them in coastal areas, and two records from
coastal Oregon. In Oregon, one appeared in Curry County during late April
2005 not far from the site of Oregon’s first, which lingered from February
into April 1990 (Mlodinow and Irons 2005). The rapidly increasing num-
ber of reports from California recently prompted the California Commit-
tee to elevate this species from their supplemental list to the main list
(San Miguel and McGrath 2005). The California Committee noted that
the species is little known in captivity and has shown an increasing pat-
tern of vagrancy continent-wide. Greg Toffic (personal communication)
noted that the International Species Information System Bird Abstract
as of 30 June 1997 listed 30 caracaras in 16 institutions, the closest in
Palm Desert, California, fairly near the species current regular range.
Thus, an escapee from a known collection would have traveled almost as
far as a natural vagrant to reach coastal Washington. The Committee
discussed the probability of an escapee from an unregistered collection or
from illegal sources, and concluded that the only source of escapees consis-
tent with the coastal pattern of occurrence in all three states would be
shipboard assisted, and this seemed an unlikely explanation for the re-
ports in Washington. With this new evidence in hand, the Committee
voted to accept the latter two reports as the first and second Washington
records: Ocean Shores in 1983 and Neah Bay in 1998.

Mountain Plover (Charadrius montanus). Washington’s fourth Moun-
tain Plover was near Oysterville, Pacific County, between 24 and 27 Feb-
ruary 2005 (J. Buchanan; photos: K. Brennan, A. Martin). Washington’s
previous records include two from Pacific County during November and
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December, and one from Spokane County in May (Tweit and Skriletz 1996,
Aanerud and Mattocks 1997, Aanerud 2002).

Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa haemastica). Eight well-documented
Hudsonian Godwits brought the number of records in Washington to 25:
an adult at Texas Lake, Whitman County, on 11 May 2002 (photo: M.
Denny), a juvenile at Bottle Beach, Grays Harbor County, on 20 Septem-
ber 2003 (J. Bryant), a juvenile at Port Susan Bay, Snohomish County,
on 23 September 2003 (photo: K. and J. Wiggers), a juvenile at Tokeland,
Pacific County, between 26 October and 16 November 2003 (R. Lawson,
R. Robinson, B. Tweit; photo: R. Sullivan), a juvenile at Port Susan Bay,
Snohomish County, on 29 August 2004 (photo: S. Mlodinow), and a juve-
nile at Tokeland, Pacific County, from 29 August to 5 September 2004
(H. Flores; photo: R. Sullivan). The Tokeland bird from fall 2003, which
lingered to 16 November, set a record late date for Washington, and the
Texas Lake record is one of only six involving northbound birds (Wahl et
al. 2005). Most records have been from late August to mid-October.
There are at least eight additional published reports that are likely
correct.

Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica). The following Bar-tailed God-
wit records added to the 29 extant for the state: a single juvenile at
Tokeland, Pacific County, on 26 August 2000 (photo: R. Sullivan), 24 Sep-
tember 2000 (photo: R. Sullivan), and 1 September 2001 (photo: R.
Sullivan); single adults at Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor County, between
14 and 16 July 2002 (P. Sullivan; photo: R. Sullivan), and from 21 to 23
July 2002 (photo: R. Sullivan), an adult at Tokeland, Pacific County, from
18 to 26 August 2002 (photo: R. Sullivan), two juveniles at Ocean Shores,
Grays Harbor County, on 29 August 2002 (photo: R. Sullivan), an adult at
Dungeness, Clallam County, between 6 and 8 August 2004 (P. Sullivan,
photo: D. Granstrand), a juvenile at Blaine, Whatcom County, on 6 Sep-
tember 2004 (B. Kuntz, B. Ulman), an adult at Tokeland, Pacific County,
between 11 and 16 August 2004 (photo: S. Mlodinow), and two juveniles
there on 25 September 2004 (photo: R. Sullivan).

Prior to 1980, the state had only three records of Bar-tailed Godwits.
The rate of occurrence seems to be still increasing. Part of the precipitous
rise in records appears due to accessibility of the Tokeland godwit roost
site and increased observer effort. However, these factors seem insuffi-
cient to explain the magnitude of the increase. Most adults have been
observed from early July to mid-August and most juveniles from mid-
August onwards.

Little Stint (Calidris minuta). Washington’s first Little Stint, an
alternate-plumaged adult, adorned the Yakima River delta, Benton County,
from 5 until 13 August 2004 (N. LaFramboise; photos: T. Munson, D.
Schonewald, R. Hill). As of August 2004, North America had approxi-
mately 91 records of Little Stint, including 34 from Alaska and about 20
along the Pacific Coast south of Alaska, and the Benton County bird was
only the fifth from North America’s interior (Iliff and Sullivan 2004).
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ing Washington’s fourth record. Prior records were from December (two)
and June (one). California’s records come mainly from May, September,
and October (Dunn and Garrett 1997) and Oregon’s mostly from Septem-
ber and October (Marshall et al. 2003).

Summer Tanager (Piranga rubra). Washington’s second Summer
Tanager inhabited Chimacum, Jefferson County, from 21 to 24 June 2004
(photo: B. Kinchen). Washington’s first record involved a winter bird in
Skagit County during 1998 (Aanerud and Mattocks 2000). An additional
report has yet to be reviewed by the Committee. Oregon has about 17
records scattered throughout the year, but with a peak from mid-May
through mid-June (Marshall et al. 2003).

Red Fox Sparrow (Passerella iliaca ilaca group). Prior to 2002, when
this identifiable subspecies was added to the review list, there were ap-
proximately 12 generally accepted Red Fox Sparrow reports (Wahl et al.
2005). For the purposes of the Washington Bird Records Committee, Red
Fox Sparrow does not include P.i. altivagans, a subspecies of uncertain
taxonomic affinity. Accepted reports include singles at Battle Ground,
Clark County, on 7 and 8 January 2004 (photo: J.W. Williams), near Mon-
roe, Snohomish County, between 2 and 16 February 2004 (C. Wright), on
Ebey Island, Snohomish County, on 2 October 2004 (video: S. Mlodinow),
and at Tenino, Thurston County, from 13 to 19 November 2004 (P. Hicks).
Half of the pre-review reports were from 11 October to 13 November, and
only three were from spring, the latest of which was found on 8 May (Wahl
et al. 2005).

Rose-breasted Grosbeak (Pheucticus ludovicianus). Seven more Rose-
breasted Grosbeak reports were accepted, bringing the state total to 31
records. All were adult males, excepting the bird at Everett, which was an
immature: Sammamish, King County, on 8 and 9 June 2001 (photo: M.
Dossett), Everett, Snohomish County, on 14 September 2003 (S. Mlodinow),
Anacortes, Skagit County, on 3 July 2004 (photo: Mary Rowland), Stanwood,
Snohomish County, on 18 July 2004 (D. Logen), Port Angeles, Clallam
County, on 11 June 2005 (photo: B. Davies), Lake Stevens, Snohomish
County, on 8 June 2005 (G. Kriehn), and Long Beach, Pacific County, be-
tween 21 and 23 May 2005 (photo: C. Whittey). Most of Washington’s
records are of adult males from late May through late June.

Indigo Bunting (Passerina cyanea). A male Indigo Bunting visited
Yakima, Yakima County, on 18 May 2002 (photo: D. Granstrand). The
state now has 15 records, ten of which are between mid-May and early
June.

Tricolored Blackbird (Agelaius tricolor). Adding to five records from
2002 was a record of 30+ near Wilson Creek, Grant County, on 12 April (J.
Acton). During 2003, only one sighting was documented: Bingen, Klickitat
County, on 21 April (S. Johnston), though they were reported from a num-
ber of eastern Washington locations. In 2004, documented and accepted
reports include 13 at Othello, Adams County, on 14 February (video: S.
Mlodinow), 5 at Sylvan Lake, Lincoln County, on 30 April (photo: M. Denny),
one near Texas Lake, Whitman County, on 31 May 2004 (video: S.
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Mlodinow), one at Othello, Adams County, on 4 July (photo: B. Flores), one
at Othello, Adams County, on 19 September (video: S. Mlodinow), two at
Shillapoo Bottoms, Clark County, on 30 Oct (S. Mlodinow), and three at
Othello, Adams County, on 16 November (C. Wright).

On 29 May 2005, a breeding colony of 318 birds, including 100+ pairs
was found near Texas Lake, Whitman County (photo: S. Mlodinow). Tri-
colored Blackbirds had been reported here during late spring/early sum-
mer since 2002, but these were the first to be found breeding, and repre-
sent only the second known breeding colony in Washington. Washington’s
first Tricolored Blackbirds were found as recently as July 1998 at a breed-
ing colony near Wilson Creek, Grant County (Aanerud and Mattocks 2000).
Subsequently, numbers at that location have tailed off and that colony
may no longer be active. Up to 100 birds are now being reported annually
during winter in Othello, Adams County, and scattered reports from all
seasons are occurring throughout much of southeastern Washington. Ad-
ditionally, this species is being found annually during fall and winter in
small numbers in Shillapoo Bottoms, Clark County. Since this species
has become so numerous and widespread, many reporters have stopped
documenting them and, appropriately, this species will likely soon come
off the review list.

Common Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula). Washington’s twelfth Com-
mon Grackle visited Auburn, King County, on 15 August 2003 (A. Roedell);
this was only the third record for western Washington and the first since
1975. About half of Washington’s records have been from mid-May into
early July, with the remainder scattered throughout the year.

Orchard Oriole (Icterus spurius). A female Orchard Oriole visited
Ocosta, Grays Harbor County, on 20 September 2004 (K. Aanerud), and an
immature male briefly appeared at Sentinel Bluffs, Grant County, on 18
June 2005 (S. Mlodinow). Washington’s only antecedent record was from
Skagit County in December. Oregon’s few records are also scattered some-
what throughout the year (Marshall et al. 2003).

Hooded Oriole (Icterus cucullatus). Washington’s fifth Hooded Oriole,
an adult male, visited a Seattle, King County, feeder on 12 June 2005 (C.
Conolly, R. Brown). Washington’s prior records were from late April to late
July; in Oregon, where Hooded Orioles occur annually, peak occurrence is
from mid-April to early June (Marshall et al. 2003).

Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla). Washington’s fourteenth
Brambling visited a feeder in Burlington, Skagit County, on 18 December
2002 (video: K. Wiggers). Though records span the period from 20 Novem-
ber to 12 April, peak occurrence seems to be between mid-December and
late January.

NEW RECORDS - SUPPLEMENTARY LIST

Philadelphia Vireo (Vireo philadelphicus). A Philadelphia Vireo was
observed at Vantage, Kittitas County, on 29 May 2004 (S. Mlodinow);
though two observers submitted details, only one description, standing
alone, was sufficient to identify the bird seen. Consequently, this species
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remains on the supplementary list. There are two prior records, one from
Summer Falls, Grant County, on 25 September 1991, and the other of a
singing bird along Crab Creek in Lincoln County on 7 June 2002 (Mlodinow
and Aanerud 2006).

REPORTS NOT ACCEPTED BY THE COMMITTEE - IDENTIFICATION
UNCERTAIN

Red-shouldered Hawk. A Red-shouldered Hawk reported from
Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge, Thurston County, on 14 September
2004, was not accepted as the description did not fully eliminate Red-
tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis).

Spotted Redshank (Tringa erythropus). A Spotted Redshank in basic
plumage reported at Blyn, Clallam County, on 10 July 2004, was not
endorsed by the Committee. Reported marks were not totally congruent
with the stated plumage, the bird was reported with a flock of Lesser
Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes) in an area where Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa
melanoleuca) predominate, and this was used for size estimation. In addi-
tion, the description’s wording was worrisomely similar to that in certain
field guides. Most Committee members felt the bird may have been cor-
rectly identified but were, ultimately, uncomfortable accepting the report
for the reasons stated above.

White-rumped Sandpiper. A report of two White-rumped Sandpipers
at Lummi Bay, Whatcom County, on 25 July 2001, was not accepted by the
Committee. The description was brief and failed to note several charac-
ters, including streaking or chevrons on the underparts.

Curlew Sandpiper. Three Curlew Sandpiper sightings were not en-
dorsed by the Committee. The report of a bird in basic plumage from
Anacortes, Skagit County, on 29 November 2004, was extremely sugges-
tive of Dunlin (Calidris alpina), and was not accepted by the Committee.
The description of another purported Curlew Sandpiper in basic plumage
near Corfu, Grant County, on 3 March 2005, also failed to fully exclude
Dunlin, and the early date also raised concerns about the bird’s identifica-
tion. Finally, the submitted description of an individual in alternate plum-
age reported from Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor County, on 17 May 2003,
lacked certain key marks.

Laughing Gull. A group of four Laughing Gulls was reported from Port
Townsend, Jefferson County, on 18 July 2004, supported by written docu-
mentation and sound recording. The Committee chose not to endorse this
record for several reasons. One was that the observation took place 45
minutes before sunrise. Furthermore, the recording consisted of courtship
vocalizations, an unlikely occurrence in Washington and unlikely in mid-
July, long after that species’ usual breeding season.

Iceland Gull. An Iceland Gull reported from the Elwha River mouth,
Clallam County, on 11 February 2005, was described as having a small
amount of blackish on the wingtips. Although many Iceland Gulls exhibit
this trait, so do some Thayer’s Gulls (Larus thayeri). This, plus the possi-
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bility of hybridization between Iceland and Thayer’s Gulls, led the Com-
mittee not to endorse this report, though most members felt the bird was
quite likely an Iceland Gull.

Lesser Black-backed Gull. An adult Lesser Black-backed Gull was
reported from College Place, Walla Walla County, on 14 February 2004.
Though the written description was extremely suggestive of this species,
the photographs were incongruous, leading the Committee to not endorse
this report.

Xantus’s Murrelet. A bird seen from the Victoria Clipper near Dunge-
ness Spit, Clallam County, on 21 April 2005, was suggestive of this spe-
cies but failed to find full endorsement by the Committee. Craveri’s
Murrelet (Synthliboramphus craveri) was not eliminated as the observer
was unsure of the underwing color and the view was somewhat distant.

Eurasian Collared-Dove. The description of a Streptopelia dove seen
only in flight on 25 May 2005 did not eliminate the possibility of a Eur-
asian Collared-Dove x Ringed Turtle-Dove (Streptopelia risoria) hybrid.
This cross has been recorded at least twice previously in the state: Adams
County in May 2002 (Mlodinow et al. 2002), and Snohomish County be-
tween July and August 2004 (Mlodinow et al. 2004).

Northern Hawk Owl. A Northern Hawk Owl reported from Chuckanut,
Whatcom County, on 3 January 2004, was suggestive of this species, but
the description was not deemed detailed enough to solidly establish this
bird’s identification.

Eastern Phoebe (Sayornis phoebe). Two Eastern Phoebes were reported
from locations near Havillah, Okanogan County, 10 June 2000. Both birds
were photographed; one was likely a Western Wood-Pewee (Contopus
sordidulus), while the photos of the second bird were more phoebe-like. The
long primary projection led most Committee members to not accept this
report, feeling it, too, was probably a Western Wood-Pewee.

Blue-headed Vireo (Vireo solitarius). A “Solitary Vireo” described as
giving a “Red-eyed Vireo like song” was photographed and described from
Dry Canyon, Pend Oreille County, on 15 June 2005, and reported intermit-
tently until 18 July. Unfortunately the photographs were not conclusive,
observers were unable to see the bird’s dorsum, and the song was not
thoroughly described. These factors led to a split vote among the Commit-
tee and lack of endorsement for this report. It is unfortunate that those
observing the bird after 15 June did not provide notes.

Bridled Titmouse (Baeolophus wollweberi). A tailless passerine at
Point No Point, Kitsap County, on 7 May 2003 was most likely this spe-
cies, but its identification did not receive full endorsement of the Commit-
tee. Among those who did agree with the bird’s identification as a Bridled
Titmouse, it was unanimously considered an escapee from captivity.

Red-throated Pipit. The description of a Red-throated Pipit reported
from Westport, Grays Harbor County, on 3 October 2003, failed to elimi-
nate Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis) among other species
and was not accepted by the Committee.
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Phainopepla (Phainopepla nitens). The description of a Phainopepla
from Seattle, King County, on 12 July 2004, better fit that of a Steller’s
Jay and was not accepted by the Committee.

Magnolia Warbler. A Magnolia Warbler was reported from Tennant
Lake, Whatcom County, on 27 September 2003. Although the description
is suggestive of Magnolia Warbler, the bird was described as having a
plain gray back and lacking an eye-ring, both features incongruent with its
identification as a Magnolia Warbler.

Blackpoll Warbler. A Blackpoll Warbler reported from Washtucna,
Adams County, on 12 September 2004, did not fully exclude other species
and certain described characters were atypical for this species.

Red Fox Sparrow. A videotaped Fox Sparrow near Monroe, Snohomish
County, between 14 February and 4 March 2004, showed several charac-
teristics of Red Fox Sparrow but was most likely either a Red Fox Sparrow
x Sooty Fox Sparrow (P. i. unalaschensis group) intergrade or a hybrid
between P. i. altivagans and another race.

McCown’s Longspur (Calcarius mecownii). A bird photographed and
described from Grayland Beach, Pacific County, on 5 November 2003, had
a number of field marks that seem to exclude other longspur species, but
several key marks were lacking and the photographs appeared to contra-
dict the description in places. Thus, the committee chose not to endorse
this report, which would have provided a first Washington record.

Indigo Bunting. An Indigo Bunting was reported from Soos Creek,
King County, on 25 May 2004. Though the majority of the Committee
supported this record, two members felt the details were too scanty for
acceptance.

Common Grackle. A bird photographed and described at Naches,
Yakima County, from 5 August to 5 September 2003, appeared to be a
young Brewer’s Blackbird (Euphagus cyanocephalus) to most Committee
members.

Great-tailed Grackle (Quiscalus mexicanus). Reports of Great-tailed
Grackles were received from Longview, Cowlitz County, on 2 May 2004,
and Woodland, Cowlitz County, on 16 May 2004. In both cases, the views
and descriptions were very brief and insufficient to allow acceptance by
the Committee.

REPORTS NOT ACCEPTED BY THE COMMITTEE - IDENTIFICATION
CERTAIN, ORIGIN UNKNOWN

Pink-footed Goose (Anser brachyrhynchus). Two Pink-footed Geese
were found with Canada Geese (Branta canadensis) and Greater White-
fronted Geese (Anser albifrons)in Hoquiam, Grays Harbor County, from 5
November 2003 to 10 January 2004, when one bird disappeared (P.
Sullivan; photo: R. Sullivan). The second bird was last seen there on 11
January 2004. A Pink-footed Goose, presumably one of the Hoquiam birds,
was then found about 30 km away in Elma, Grays Harbor County, on 21
February 2005, where it remained until 10 April 2005.
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The Pink-footed Goose was critically endangered, with Svalbard popu-
lations plummeting to less than 5000 in the 1950s and Greenland/Iceland
populations reaching a nadir of 20,000-30,000 in the 1930s; by the mid-
1990s, the Svalbard population exceeded 38,000 and the Greenland/Ice-
land population had reached about 250,000 (Boyd 2005). This increase
was paralleled by an increase in reports from North America (American
Birding Association 2002), and though there are no North American records
west of Pennsylvania (American Birding Association 2002), Washington
lies directly on a 180° misorientation path for this species (i.e., a Greenland
or Iceland bred Pink-footed Goose oriented in the exact opposite direction
of its usual fall migratory path would eventually encounter Washington).

This species is rare but not unheard of in captivity (G. Toffic, in litt).
Consequently, the possibility the birds were escapees, coupled with the
lack of records west of Pennsylvania for this species or Greenland Greater
White-fronted Goose (A.a. flavirostris) led the Committee to reject this
record based on questions of origin.

American Black Duck (Anas rubripes). An American Black Duck was
at Kirkland, King County, between 31 October and 19 November 2004
(photos: A. Martin, G. Oliver, S. Pink, M. St. Clair, R. Sullivan). Though
the Kirkland bird was correctly identified, its origin was found question-
able by seven of eight Committee members.

An introduced population of American Black Ducks appeared in
Everett, Snohomish County, around 1970 and persisted well into the 1980s
before suffering a steep decline in the 1990s (Wahl et al. 2005). Though
many Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) x American Black Ducks remain in
the Everett vicinity, the last apparently “pure” American Black Duck was
seen there during the winter of 1999-2000. The brevity of that population’s
survival suggests it was never truly established. Dissenting votes were
based on the possibility of an escape from an aviculturalist’s collection,
among which this species is not rare (M. Axelson, in litt) or a surviving bird
from the seemingly extirpated Everett population. Washington has five
previous reports of American Black Ducks that were unlikely related to
the Everett introduction. Three preceded it: Port Ludlow, Kitsap County,
in October 1946 (Jewett et al. 1953), Texas Lake, Whitman County, in
August 1949 (Weber and Larrison 1977), and Turnbull National Wildlife
Refuge, Spokane County, in September 1968 (Rogers 1969). Two other
reports were well away from Everett: Battle Ground, Clark County, in
March 1985, and Nisqually, Thurston County, in October 1994 (Wahl et
al. 2005), and have not been reviewed by the Committee.

Crested Caracara. The Committee did not accept a 1936 report from
Westport, as there is reasonable evidence that it was an escapee, and its
occurrence predates the recent pattern of northward dispersal. See ac-
count of records, above.

Northern Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis). A female Northern Cardi-
nal showing no abnormal wear briefly adorned Gig Harbor, Pierce County,
on 7 and 8 May 2005 (photo: F. Desler). Although this seems an unlikely
Vagrant to Washington, Alberta has about 25 records, with five from May




44 Mlodinow and Aanerud

and three each from October, November, and December (B. Ritchie, in litt).
Similarly, Saskatchewan has about thirty records split nearly evenly be-
tween late spring/summer and late fall/winter (Bob Luterbach, in litt.).
This pattern is fairly typical of feeder visiting Cardinalidae (see Mlodinow
and Hamilton 2005). Interestingly, Montana and Idaho have but one record
each, one from May and the other from winter (C. Carlson and D. Trochlel],
in litt).

The Committee’s decision on this report was simplified when a male
Northern Cardinal with worn plumage was found nearby from 23 July
through November 2005 (B. Morse, K. Brady), raising the likelihood that
there was a captive population in the vicinity.
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