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The Washington Bird Records Committee (WBRC) has met three times—
on 22 November 1997, 11 April 1998, and 11 April 1999—since the delib-
erations reflected in its Third Report (Aanerud and Mattocks 1997). Dur-
ing these meetings the Committee examined 118 reports of 52 review spe-
cies. 106 records of 47 species were accepted, and 12 reports of 11 species
were not accepted. The exceptionally high acceptance rate of 90 percent is
more than likely the result of the higher-than-usual quality of the written
reports and of more ample photographic documentation. A preliminary,
unofficial summary of these deliberations, published earlier (Mattocks
1999), is superseded by the present definitive report.

Several changes to the state Check-list result from Committee ac-
tions reported here. The revised Check-list of Washington Birds, which
appears elsewhere in this issue, itemizes and incorporates these changes
along with some minor resequencing of species within familes (AOU 1998).
Scaled Quail has been deleted from the Check-list. There have been no
credible reports of this introduced species for 20 or more years, and there
is no evidence to suggest that it ever maintained a viable population in
the state without the benefit of regular releases by the Washington De-
partment of Wildlife (Smith et al. 1997, Stepniewski 1999). In the next
series of meetings, the Committee will consider and evaluate a collection
of reports and other evidence regarding the occurrence of Cordilleran Fly-
catcher in Washington. It is expected that the results of these delibera-
tions will be published in the Fifth Report of the WBRC.

NEW REVIEW CRITERION

A primary objective of recent meetings has been to establish a new
criterion for determining the WBRC list of reviewable species. The origi-
nal criterion (15 or fewer records) has been in place since the Committee
opened for business in 1989. While this criterion was an appropriate one
during the Committee’s extensive retrospective review of pre-1989 records,
it has outlived its usefulness now that nearly all of the documented ear-
lier reports have been examined. The absolute number of 15 records is a
crude measure, insensitive to the passage of time. If it were to remain the
criterion for determining review status, then several species rare enough
that their status calls for continuing surveillance would soon have too
many records to qualify.
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Nonetheless, the Review List published at the outset (WBRC 1989) is
still largely valid. Adjustments and corrections made as the Committee’s
work progressed (WBRC 1994, WBRC 1996, WBRC 1997) have resulted
in 11 species moving from non-review to review status (King Eider, Up-
land Sandpiper, Bar-tailed Godwit, Xantus’s Murrelet, Horned Puffin,
Great Gray Owl, Boreal Owl, White Wagtail, Black-and-white Warbler,
Le Conte’s Sparrow, Rusty Blackbird), two moving from review to non-
review status (Mute Swan, Elegant Tern), and one being taken off the
Review List then added back again (Acorn Woodpecker). Ten years of new
records have accumulated—for example, of the 95 total records for all
warblers on the Review List, 49 were reported during the 1990s—and
more reports are coming in all the time. As a result, it has become clear
that certain species not presently on the Review List occur less frequently
than had been supposed, and warrant review status (White-faced Ibis,
Emperor Goose, Tufted Duck, Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Ruff). We have
also learned that a number of species are more regular in their occurrence
than had been presumed, sufficiently so for them be removed from the
Review List (Great Gray Owl, Boreal Owl, Acorn Woodpecker, Clay-col-
ored Sparrow, Rusty Blackbird).

The Committee has therefore established a new criterion with the
intent of providing stability and flexibility for the Review List, and
ease of administration and interpretation for the Committee and field
observers alike. The Review List will consist of all species for which
there are no more than 20 reliable, documented records for the ten-year
period 1990-1999. The new Review List resulting from the application
of this criterion consists of those species whose names are italicized on
the Check-list published elsewhere in this issue. The Committee will
not consider possible changes to the Review List until 2009, except for
the automatic addition of species newly recorded for the first time in
the state. This policy is intended to prevent species from bouncing on
and off the Review List from one year to the next. The Committee will
make efforts to monitor and archive reports of other species that might
be candidates for the Review List, including reports from prior years,
and in ten years will determine which of these species, if any, should
be added to the Review List. It is anticipated that the new criterion
will be responsive to the transitory aspect of some of Washington’s avi-
fauna, as species over time are reported with greater or lesser frequency
in the state.

EVALUATION PROCEDURES

Procedures have remained consistent with those detailed in the intro-
duction of the first report of the WBRC (Tweit and Paulson 1994). Although
photographs are considered among the most persuasive forms of document-
ing evidence, the Committee strongly prefers that a written report accom-
pany any submitted photographs. Submitted evidence is considered a “re-
port.” A “record” is a report that has been accepted by the Committee.
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THE RECORDS

The taxonomy and nomenclature employed in this report are those of
the American Ornithologists’ Union (AQOU 1998). The species reports are
listed in taxonomic order, and multiple reports of a single species are listed
chronologically. Information provided for each report generally includes
the number of individuals (in many cases, with a description of age, sex,
or plumage), location and date span for the report, initials of reporters
who have submitted documenting evidence, and the file number (in pa-
rentheses) for the report. Observers’ initials are not listed for reports not
accepted. If any observers submitted photographic or video evidence, their
initials are preceded by a “+” sign. All documenting evidence as well as
any written comments provided by Committee members or consultants
are conserved at the Slater Museum of Natural History, University of
Puget Sound, Tacoma. Any commentary following this sequence of infor-
mation is the opinion of the authors of this report, not of the Committee.
In particular, determinations of sex, age, or subspecies are not part of the
Committee’s mandate.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The members of the Committee who voted on reports included herein
were: Kevin R. Aanerud (Chairman), Bob Boekelheide, Philip W. Mattocks,
Jr. (Secretary), Steven G. Mlodinow, Dennis R. Paulson, Andy Stepniewski,
Robert A. Sundstrom, and Bill Tweit.

ABBREVIATIONS
# specimen; + photograph or videotape submitted

Museum: PSM (Slater Museum of Natural History, University of Puget
Sound, Tacoma)

Counties: Asotin (AS); Benton (BE); Clallam (CL); Clark (CK); Ferry
(FE); Franklin (FR); Grant (GT); Grays Harbor (GH); Island (IS); Jefferson
(JE); King (KG); Kitsap (KP); Kittitas (KT); Lewis (LE); Lincoln (LI); Mason
(MA); Okanogan (OK); Pacific (PA); Pend Oreille (PO); Pierce (PI); San
Juan (8dJ); Skagit (SG); Snohomish (SN); Spokane (SP); Thurston (TH);
Walla Walla (WW); Whatcom (WC); Whitman (WN)

ACCEPTED RECORDS

SOLANDER’S/MURPHY’S PETREL. One was seen off Westport, GH
on 21 Sep 1996, TWa (SMPE-96-1) and another off Westport on 2 May
1998, TWa (SMPE-98-1). These two species are very close in appearance,
and the Committee has decided to place any records that do not fully es-
tablish the identity as one or the other into this indeterminate category.
Although there is as yet no accepted North American record for Solander’s
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ging camp east of Port Hardy, British Columbia, after 4 May 1998, is cer-
tainly the same individual as the Neah Bay bird. These reports could well
be revisited by the Committee if a pattern of vagrancy for this species
should become evident.

WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER. The details of this report of two birds
seen together near Ocosta, GH on 9 Sep 1994 (WRSA-94-1) were consid-
ered insufficient to be accepted as a record.

CURLEW SANDPIPER. At least four were reported on 27 Oct 1996
(CUSA-96-1) at Dungeness, CL. The report was unanimously considered
to refer to Dunlin.

THICK-BILLED MURRE. One was reported from the ferry off Port
Townsend, JE on 11 Jan 1987 (TBMU-87-1). The Committee was reluc-
tant to accept this report because the detailed description was reliant
upon ten years of memory by the observer, rather than notes written at or
near the time of observation.

XANTUS’S MURRELET. Two birds were reported from the Point
Brown jetty, Ocean Shores, GH on 16 Aug 1997 (XAMU-97-1).The Com-
mittee requires exacting details for acceptance of any nearshore reports
of this species. The present report of two birds seen flying northward past
the jetty was judged insufficient in detail. Also, the back of the birds was
described as a solid rich brown, but Stallcup (1990) points out that Xantus’s
are “slaty-black above, lacking brownish tones.”

HORNED PUFFIN. A bird off Westport, GH on 2 Feb 1997 (HOPU-
97-1) was seen briefly by several observers. Based on their reports, the
Committee believes that none of them saw the bird well enough to be
certain of identification.

TENNESSEE WARBLER. A bird was reported from the Skagit Wild-
life-Recreation Area, SG on 13 Sep 1997 (TEWA-97-1). The description
did not rule out immature Warbling Vireo or immature Orange-crowned
Warbler, and did not mention useful fieldmarks, particularly the white
undertail coverts and a relatively short tail.

LARK BUNTING. Areport of an alternate-plumaged adult male seen
near McNary National Wildlife Refuge, WW on 26 Apr 1998 (LKBU-98-2)
was considered insufficient in descriptive detail.

CHESTNUT-COLLARED LONGSPUR. A basic-plumaged male was
reported from Everett, SN on 7 Sep 1997 (CCLO-97-1). Many details of
this report were convincing. However, the Committee voted not to accept
it because the bird was seen only in flight, and very briefly.

CONTRIBUTORS

Kevin Aanerud (KAa), Jim Acton (JAc), Phil Anderson (PAn), Tom
Aversa (TAv), Nigel Ball (NBa), Philip Bartley (PBa), Dave Beaudette
(DBe), Brian Bell (BBe), Wilson Cady (WCa), Lanny Carpenter (LCa),
Ralph Carlson (RCa), Chris Chappell (CCh), Nate Chappell (NCh), Jerry
Converse (JCo), Ed Deal (EDe), Mike Denny (MDe), Emily Drew (EDr),
Garrett Eddy (GEd), Ben Feltner (BFe), Jim Flynn (JF1), Marian Frobe
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(MFr), George Gerdts (GGe), Steve Gerstle (SGe), Stephen Giles (SGi),
Denny Granstrand (DGd), Phil Green (PGr), Steven Hampton (SHa), Carl
Haynie (CHa), Eugene Hunn (EHu), Stuart Johnston (SJo), Michael
Kennedy (MKe), Bruce LaBar (BLa), Nancy Ladenberger (NLa), Bill and
Nancy LaFramboise (B&NLf), Paul Lehman (PLe), Ian McGregor (IMc),
Dick McNeely (DMe), Joseph Meche (JMe), Alison Meyer (AMe), Brian
Miller (BMi), Edward Miller (EMi), Kip Miller (KMi), Steven Mlodinow
(SM1D), Bob Morse (BMo), Corey Muse (CMu), Vic Nelson (VNe), Robert
Norton (RNo), Hal Opperman (HOp), Evelyn Peaslee (EPe), Steve Pink
(SPi), Georgia and Robert Ramsey (G&RRa), Elien Ratoosh (ERa), Alan
Richards (ARi), Scott Richardson (SRi), Dennis Rockwell (DRo), Russell
Rogers (RRo), Richard Rowlett (RRw), Bart Rulon (BRu), Tom Schooley
(TSc), Brenda Senturia (BSe), Bruce Sherman (BSh), Jeff Skriletz (JSk),
Bill Smith (BSm), Andy Stepniewski (ASt), Patrick Sullivan (PSu), Ruth
Sullivan (RSu), Bob Sundstrom (BSu), Bill Tweit (BTw), Terry Wahl (TWa),
George Walter (GWa), Hugh Willoughby (HW1), Cindy Wilmes (CWi), Bob
Woodley (BWo), Tim Wootton (TWo).
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