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This report documents the results of the Washington Bird Records Com-
mittee (WBRC) deliberations from 23 April 1994 to 1 April 1995. During
this time, the Committee examined 253 reports of 76 species. Of these,
180 records of 60 species were accepted, and 73 reports of 39 species were
rejected, for an acceptance rate of 71 percent. The Committee’s actions
generate several changes to the state Check-list, and additional changes
arise from decisions by the Committee on Taxonomy and Nomenclature of
the American Ornithologists’ Union (see the revised Check-list of Wash:-
ington Birds elsewhere in this issue).

The Review List for Washington currently includes those species whose
names are italicized on the Check-list, as well as all species not yet re-
corded from the state. The WBRC has added Upland Sandpiper to the
Review List, as its status has changed from annual breeder to vagrant in
the state (WDFW 1995). Bar-tailed Godwit was also added to the Review
List to ascertain whether there were 15 state records prior to 1989, which
was the Committee’s original criterion (Tweit and Paulson 1994).

EVALUATION PROCEDURES

The extensive introduction in the first report of the WBRC (Tweit and
Paulson 1994) provides a detailed description of the procedures that the
Committee uses to evaluate reports, which have not changed since that
publication. The Committee considers submitted material to be “reports,”
which become “records” when accepted.

THE RECORDS

The taxonomy and nomenclature employed in this report are those of
the American Ornithologists’ Union (AOU 1983 and supplements). The
reports are listed by species in taxonomic order and then generally in
chronological order. The information given for each record or report typi-
cally includes, in order, the number of individuals reported, the location
and date span for the report, the initials of the reporting individuals, and
(in parentheses) the file number for each report. Observers’ initials are
not listed for rejected reports. Observers who submitted photographs or
videotapes are indicated by a (+) sign preceding their initials. The docu-
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ments, photographs, and videotapes forming the basis for the materials
published in this summary, as well as any written comments provided by
Committee members or consultants, are conserved at the Slater Museum
of Natural History, University of Puget Sound, Tacoma, Washington.

The identification of age and sex and the comments accompanying
the records are those of the authors, not of the Committee. The WBRC
does not specifically review age, sex, or subspecies.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The members of the Committee who voted on reports included herein
were: Kevin Aanerud, T. Ben Feltner (Chairman), Eugene S. Hunn, Philip
W. Mattocks, Jr. (Secretary), Dennis R. Paulson, Jeff Skriletz, Robert A.
Sundstrom, and Bill Tweit.

ABBREVIATIONS
# specimen; + photograph or videotape submitted

Museums: PSM (Slater Museum, University of Puget Sound, Tacoma);
USNM (United States National Museum, Washington, D. C.); UWBM
(Burke Museum, University of Washington, Seattle); WSU (Connor Mu-
seum, Washington State University, Pullman)

Counties: Adams (AD), Asotin (AS), Benton (BE), Chelan (CH), Clallam
(CL), Clark (CK), Cowlitz (CO), Douglas (DO), Ferry (FE), Franklin (FR),
Grant (GT), Grays Harbor (GH), Island (IS), Jefferson (JE), King (KG),
Kitsap (KP), Kittitas (KT), Klickitat (KL), Lewis (LE), Lincoln (LI), Ma-
son (MA), Okanogan (OK), Pacific (PA), Pend Oreille (PO), Pierce (PI),
San Juan (8J), Skagit (SG), Skamania (SM), Snchomish (SN), Spokane
(SP), Stevens (ST), Thurston (TH), Wahkiakum (WK), Walla Walla (WW),
Whatcom (WC), Whitman (WN), Yakima (YA)

Journals: AB = American Birds; AFN = Audubon Field Notes; C = Condor;
M = Murrelet; WB = California Birds (1-3), Western Birds (4+); WN = Wash-
ington Ornithological Society Newsletter (nos. 1-2), WOSNEWS (no. 3+)

ACCEPTED RECORDS

SHORT-TAILED ALBATROSS. The first state record in this century
was an immature off Westport, GH on 16 Jan 1993, TWa, BTw, SMI, EHu
(STAL-93-1). A published report from 1970 (WB 1:113-115) is now gener-
ally accepted as being an aberrant Black-footed Albatross; the Committee
has examined the photographs and concurs. As a consequence, the report
probably will not be submitted for review.

MOTTLED PETREL. A male (MOPE-85-1) found dead on the beach
at Ocean Shores, GH on 25 Apr 1985 and preserved (UWBM #41985)
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was one of a reported 34 live and four dead birds that spring (AB 39:340-
341); similar numbers have not been reported since. The live birds were
seen on an oceanographic cruise by an experienced observer, but the
Committee has not obtained any written details. The other specimens
remain to be examined.

RED-BILLED TROPICBIRD. The specimen (UWBM #52250) of an
adult male collected by a fisherman off Westport, GH on 18 Jun 1941, ABa
(RBTR-41-1) is the expected subspecies mesonauta. Details of this record
were published by Flahaut (M 28:6,22).

BLUE-FOOTED BOOBY. A subadult taken on Puget Sound off
Everett, SN on 23 Sep 1935 by RWe (UWBM #17130) was reported by
Larrison (M 26:45) (BFBO-35-1).

MAGNIFICENT FRIGATEBIRD. The immature photographed in the
interior over the Columbia River at Umatilla National Wildlife Refuge,
BE on 1 Jul 1975, TMc, +KMi (MAFR-75-1) was the first Washington
record. Details were published (M 57:43-44). The second state record was
also an immature (MAFR-88-1) and was seen at numerous locations by
many observers (JZi, VNe, JCu). It first appeared over Commencement
Bay, Tacoma, PI from 7-8 Oct 1988. It then appeared approximately 65
km to the north at Point No Point, KP where it was found daily from 11-17
Oct. It was next seen on the outer coast on 22 Oct at the Copalis River
mouth, GH. Seven days later, it was noted 45 km farther south on the
coast at Tokeland, PA, and it was last seen on 31 Oct from the Astoria
bridge over the Columbia River. Sighting details and a photograph were
published by Mattocks (WN, no. 1:1-2).

SNOWY EGRET. The first accepted state record is one near the mouth
of the Yakima River at Richland, BE on 11-12 May 1975, RWo (SNEG-75-1).
Subsequent accepted records include an adult at Ocean Shores, GH on 29
Jul 1984, DWo (SNEG-84-1); one at Washougal, CK on 1-2 Oct 1985, WCa
(SNEG-85-1); one at Crockett Lake, IS from 1-8 Nov 1986, TBo (SNEG-86-
1); one adult at Bay Center, PA from 25 Apr-3 May 1993, ARi (SNEG-93-1);
another at Lummi Flats, WC from 7-8 May 1993, GMy (SNEG-93-2); and
an adult at Shelton, MA from 23-26 May 1994, ABe, TSc (SNEG-94-1). There
are about eight other unexamined reports.

YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON. An adult at Walla Walla, WW
reported from 30 May-8 Jun 1993, +MDe (YCNH-93-1) and photographed
on 31 May was a totally unexpected first state record. This species is ex-
tremely rare in the western United States. An account of the bird’s discov-
ery and a photograph were published by Nestler and Denny (WN, no. 26:1).

ROSS’ GOOSE. An immature was near Vancouver, CK from at least
26-29 Dec 1992, PLe (ROGO-92-2). Numerous other reports of this spe-
cies await review by the Committee.

KING EIDER. An immature male at Seattle, KG from 23-30 Oct 1948,
ZSc was collected on the 30th (UWBM #13499) for the first state record
(M 29:48) (KIEI-48-1). The next record was almost two decades later, when
two females were found at Orcas Island, SJ on 22 Feb 1967, IBu (KIEI-67-
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SMEW. A pair reported on Dungeness Bay, CL on 28 Oct 1993 was
rejected due to an inconclusive description (SMEW-93-2).

BROAD-WINGED HAWK. Reports from Spokane, SP on 11 Sep 1970
(BWHA-70-1) and near Newport, PO on 5 Aug 1976 (BWHA-76-1) were
rejected for insufficient detail. The latter report was published (M 18:18).
Details of one at Seattle, KG on 8 May 1988 did not eliminate Cooper’s
Hawk (BWHA-88-1).

CRESTED CARACARA. One collected at Westport, GH on 21 Jun
1936 (UWBM #47862) was rejected due to uncertainty about the origin of
the bird (CRCA-36-1). Roberson (1993) discusses the recent records of this
species in California and the argument that they are likely escapees. There
is no accepted record from Washington.

YELLOW RAIL. A report of one at Columbia National Wildlife Ref-
uge, GT in mid-April 1982 (YERA-82-1) had only cursory details.

COMMON MOORHEN. A photograph said to be of this species at
Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge, TH on 17 Jan 1994 (COMO-94-1) was
unidentifiable, but probably not a moorhen. There is no state record to date.

GREEN SANDPIPER. Details of one at Crockett Lake, IS on 24 Aug
1975 (GRSA-75-1) are intriguing, but not conclusive. There are no ac-
cepted state records.

UPLAND SANDPIPER. One at Leadbetter Point, PA on 28 Sep 1991
(UPSA-91-2) was insufficiently described.

HUDSONIAN GODWIT. Reports of three at Ocean Shores, GH on 23
Sep 1966 (HUGO-66-1), one at Leadbetter Point, PAon 9 Sep 1980 (HUGO-
80-1), and another at Leadbetter Point, PA on 28 Sep 1991 (HUGO-91-1)
all were rejected due to insufficient detail.

BAR-TAILED GODWIT. The Committee rejected nine reports for
insufficient detail; descriptions often failed to include underwing color.
We encourage observers to use more than just a single field mark to dif-
ferentiate this species from its congeners. The rejected reports were from
Neah Bay, CL on 2 Jul 1974 (BTGO-74-2); Dungeness, CL on 22 Oct 1978
(BTGO-78-1); Dungeness, CL on 13 Sep 1980 (BTGO-80-2); Dungeness,
CL on 9 Oct 1981 (BTGO-81-2); Dungeness, CL on 5 Aug 1983 (BTGO-83-
1); Leadbetter Point, PA on 22 Sep 1984 (BTGO-84-1); Ocean Shores, GH
on 11 May 1985 (BTGO-85-1); Dungeness, CL on 24 Sep 1986 (BTGO-86-
1); and Tokeland, PA on 3 Oct 1987 (BTGO-87-3). The Oct 1981 descrip-
tion indicated an adult in breeding plumage, a highly unlikely occurrence.

RED-NECKED STINT. Two rejected reports were relatively brief
single-observer sightings which the Committee judged insufficient. Both
reports were from 1993: at Crockett Lake, Whidbey Island, IS on 18 Jul
1993 (RNST-93-1) and at Royal Slough, GT on 14 Aug 1993 (RNST-93-2).
There are still no records for Red-necked Stint in Washington, although
there are multiple records from both north and south of the state. The
Committee is waiting for a multiple-observer or exquisitely detailed single-
person sight report, or (better) for photographic or specimen evidence,
before accepting this species.
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LAUGHING GULL. Details of adults off Ilwaco, PA on 8 Jun 1980
(LAGU-80-1) and near Raymond, PA on 18 May 1983 (LAGU-83-1) did
not eliminate conclusively some second-alternate Franklin’s Gulls, a plum-
age discussed by Lehman (1994).

ICELAND GULL. Consistent with the Committee’s difficulty in agree-
ing on identification criteria for this species, only extremely well-documented
reports were accepted. The rejected reports included birds at Spokane, SP
from 18 Jan to 27 Feb 1960 (ICGU-60-1); at Spokane, SP on 14-17 Mar
1961 (ICGU-61-1); at Banks Lake, GT on 5 Apr 1967 (ICGU-67-1), pub-
lished in M 46:7-11; and at Ocean Shores, GH on 21 Mar 1977 ICGU-77-1).

SLATY-BACKED GULL. A report of a third-year bird at Tacoma, PI
from 3-8 Jan 1994 (SBGU-94-2) was rejected as the details did not elimi-
nate conclusively other large, dark-backed gulls.

PARAKEET AUKLET. Details of a sighting from Dungeness, CL on
15 Apr 1978 (PAAU-78-1) did not eliminate Rhinoceros Auklet.

WHISKERED AUKLET. Details of the report of two at Dungeness,
CLon 2 Apr 1978 (WHAU-78-1) were insufficient. There are no Washing-
ton records, and indeed no North American records away from Alaska.

HORNED PUFFIN. One reported off Westport, GH on 15 May 1993
was seen too briefly to convince most Committee members (HOPU-93-1).

CHIMNEY SWIFT. Details of one reported at Everett, SN on 13 Jul
1993 (CHSW-93-1) are suggestive of this species, but the Committee de-
cided that identification of single, silent Chaetura is too problematical to
accept a record that would extend dramatically the vagrancy range of this
species.

BROAD-TAILED HUMMINGBIRD. A male at Spokane, SP on 7 Apr
1961 (BTHU-61-1); one at Spokane, SP from 14-28 Jul 1962 (BTHU-62-1);
and a male at Spokane, SP 11 May 1994 (BTHU-94-1) all were rejected for
insufficient details. In particular, the 1994 description did not eliminate
Anna’s Hummingbird. This long-expected species remains absent from
the state list.

RED-HEADED WOODPECKER. An adult male was reported from
Metaline Falls, PO on 28 Jun 93 (RHWO0-93-1). Insufficient details were
provided by the single observer. There are no state records to date.

TROPICAL KINGBIRD. One at Moxee, YA on 14 Jul 1977 (TRKI-77-
1) was rejected as much for the improbable location and date as for the
insufficient details. One at Ocean Shores, GH on 10 May 1987 (TRKI-87-
1) was undoubtedly a Western Kingbird as the tail was described as black.
One at Tokeland, PA on 4 Nov 1993 (TRKI-93-1) was described
insufficiently.

PINYON JAY. Reports rejected for lack of corroborating details in-
clude one at Wenas, YA on 17-18 Jun 1941 (PIJA-41-1), published in M
22:40, and one at Satus Creek, YA during Oct 1947 (PIJA-47-1), published
in Jewett et al. (1953). The description of a flock of ten reported near
Ford, ST on 10 Oct 1974 (PIJA-74-1) was not convincing.

PHILADELPHIAVIREO. One at Richland, BE on 26 Aug 1975 (PHVI-
75-1); one singing at Panhandle Lake, PO on 11 Sep 1985 (PHVI-85-1);
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and another singing at Panhandle Lake, PO on 23 Apr 1986 (PHVI-86-1)
were rejected since no details were provided.

TENNESSEE WARBLER. One in Spokane, SP on 25 Sep 1962 (TEWA-
62-1); one in Yakima, YA on 29 Aug 1982 (TEWA-82-3); one near Asotin,
AS on 19 May 1990 (TEWA-90-2); and one at Burlington, SK on 5 Aug
1992 (TEWA-92-1) all were rejected for insufficient details.

BLACKPOLL WARBLER. Descriptions of birds at Ocean Shores, GH
on 20 Sep 1976 (BPWA-76-1) and at Longview, CO on 17 Sep 1986 (BPWA-
86-2) did not completely eliminate other species.

BLACK-AND-WHITE WARBLER. One at Beaver Lake, SKon 17 Aug
1991 (BAWA-91-1) was rejected for insufficient details.

OVENBIRD. One in Ephrata, GT on 12 Nov 79 (OVEN-79-2) was re-
jected for insufficient details.

ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK. One male near Long Beach, PA on
16 Jul 1981 (RBGR-81-1) was rejected, because no description of the bird
was provided.

BLUE GROSBEAK. One near Asotin, AS on 11 Sep 1993 (BLGR-93-
1) was likely a juvenile Brown-headed Cowbird. There are no accepted
state records to date.

INDIGO BUNTING. A singing male was reported near Forks, CL from
23 Jun to 13 Jul 1958 (INBU-58-1). While some Committee members felt
that details were insufficient for acceptance, others argued that the pub-
lished note (M 48:40) indicated that the bird was seen well by an observer
familiar with the species and aware of the significance of the sighting.

LARK BUNTING. One at Tatoosh Island, CL 17-18 Sep 1986 (LKBU-
86-1) was rejected for insufficient details.

CHESTNUT-COLLARED LONGSPUR. One reported from
Wenatchee, CH on 4 Mar 1979 (CCLO-79-1) was rejected for virtually no
details on a briefly seen bird in winter plumage.

RUSTY BLACKBIRD. One reported at Mount Baker, WC on 25 Sep
1927 (RUBL-27-1), published in M 9:20 and Jewett et al. (1953), was re-
jected as the details provided did not rule out Brewer’s Blackbird. This
report was long accepted as the first state record. Two males at Turnbull
National Wildlife Refuge, SP on 12 Nov 1977 (RUBL-77-2); one male at
Bellingham, WC on 31 Dec 1978 (RUBL-78-1); one at Wenatchee, CH on
20 Oct 1979 (RUBL-79-2); and one at Mount Erie, SK on 3 Oct 1984 (RUBL-
84-1) all were rejected due to lack of details. The report from Wenatchee
was published (AB 34:184).

COMMON GRACKLE. One in Walla Walla, WW on 18 May 1982 (COGR-
82-1) was rejected, because no description of the bird was submitted.

LAWRENCE’S GOLDFINCH. One at Roosevelt, KL on 17 Apr 1982
(LAGO-82-1) was rejected due to insufficient details. This report was pub-
lished (AB 36:877). There are no accepted state records for this species.
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