
2026 WOS Conference Field Trips – Updated 4/26 
 

Field Trip Driver Reimbursement Policy 
It is the responsibility of the field trip participants to reimburse their driver. Remind the 
driver to set the odometer before departure. WOS recommends that drivers be reimbursed 
by a rate of 0.25 per mile divided by the number of passengers in the car (not including the 
driver). For example if a trip is 100 miles in length and three passengers are in the car, each 
person would contribute $8.33 for mileage reimbursement to the driver. 

 
Field Trip Departure/Return Times 

• Full-day conference field trips depart at 5:30am and return 3:30-4:00pm. 
• Half-day trips depart at 6:00am and return at 12pm. 
• Owling trips depart 8:30pm and return 1:30-2:00am. 

 
Full Day Field Trips 

 
1. Anatone Flats and Fields Spring State Park (Asotin County) 

Anatone flats has some of the finest shrub steppe habitat in Asotin County. Fields Spring 
State Park is an excellent patch of montane habitat in the Blue Mountains, with a mixture of 
Douglas Fir and Larch forest. 
Target species: Ruffed Grouse, Chukar, Gray Partridge, Golden Eagle, Swainson’s Hawk, 
Williamson’s Sapsucker, Lewis’s Woodpecker, Dusky Flycatcher, Say’s Phoebe, Western 
Kingbird, Mountain Chickadee, Mountain Bluebird, Evening Grosbeak, Cassin’s Finch, 
Grasshopper Sparrow, Brewer’s Sparrow, Lark Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow. 
What to Expect: This trip will be a combination of easy hiking (1-2 miles) and driving with 
many roadside stops. Bring lunch, extra water, sunscreen, and insect repellent. 
Approximate Roundtrip Distance: 60 miles 

 
FR1 Friday: Thomas Bancroft 
SA1 Saturday: Laurie Ness 
SU1 Sunday: Steve Giles 

 
2. Asotin Creek Wildlife Management Area to Wikiup Campground (Asotin and 

Garfield Counties) 
The trip begins in the riparian and canyonlands habitat of Asotin Creek, the only place in 
Eastern WA with a resident Mountain Quail population. The trip then moves gradually 
upslope to the Blue Mountains. 



Target species: Mountain Quail, Ruffed Grouse, Dusky Grouse, American Goshawk, 
Williamson’s Sapsucker, American Three-toed Woodpecker, Black-backed Woodpecker, 
Olive-sided Flycatcher, Dusky Flycatcher, Clark’s Nutcracker, Mountain Chickadee, 
Mountain Bluebird, Evening Grosbeak, Cassin’s Finch, Yellow-breasted Chat. 
What to Expect: This trip will be a combination of easy hiking (1-2 miles) and driving with 
many roadside stops. Bring lunch, extra water, sunscreen, and insect repellent. 
Approximate Roundtrip Distance: 80 miles 

 
FR2 Friday: Bruce Labar and Marcus Roening 
SA2 Saturday: Bob Flores 
SU2 Sunday: Laurie Ness 

 
3. Craig Mountain WMA (Nez Perce County) 

Ecologically unique Craig Mountain has some of the most diverse arrays of habitats in the 
region, ranging from canyonlands to Spruce forest in the span of a few miles. 
Target species: Mountain Quail, Ruffed Grouse, Dusky Grouse, American Goshawk, 
Williamson’s Sapsucker, Lewis’s Woodpecker, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Dusky Flycatcher, 
Canada Jay, Clark’s Nutcracker, Rock Wren, Mountain Bluebird, Mountain Chickadee, 
Evening Grosbeak, Cassin’s Finch, Lincoln’s Sparrow. 
What to Expect: This trip will be a combination of easy hiking (3-4 miles) and driving with 
many roadside stops. Bring lunch, extra water, sunscreen, and insect repellent. 
Approximate Roundtrip Distance: 80 miles 

 
FR3 Friday: Jon Isacoff 
SA3 Saturday: Steve Dougill and Stefanie Krantz 
SA3 Sunday: Kas Dumroese 

 
4. Dworshak State Park and Reservoir (Clearwater County) 

Explore the relatively un-birded wet forest habitat around Dworshak Reservoir. 
Target species: Black-chinned Hummingbird, Calliope Hummingbird, Common Loon, 
American Goshawk, Dusky Flycatcher, Mountain Chickadee, Evening Grosbeak, Cassin’s 
Finch, Lesser Goldfinch. 
What to Expect: This trip will be a combination of easy hiking (1-3 miles) and driving with 
roadside stops. Bring lunch, extra water, sunscreen, and insect repellent. 
Approximate Roundtrip Distance: 104 miles 

 
FR4 Friday: Bill and Ann-Scott Ettinger 
SA4 Saturday: Kim Thorburn 

 
5. Grande Ronde River Rd – Boggan’s Oasis to Troy, OR (Asotin and Wallow 

Counties) 
Half of this route (approx. 7-8 mi are in Asotin Co.) and the other half is in Wallowa Co., 
OR. This trip includes a side trip up Grouse Creek via Grouse Creek Rd and Grouse Flat Rd 
towards Saddle Spring. This area burned in a large wildfire in 2024 and would target fire- 
dependent and/or tolerant species. Possible excursion to Cougar Creek Road into portion 
of Chief Joseph Wildlife Area to look for Black-backed Woodpeckers, if time allows. 



Target species: Chukar, Gray Partridge, Black-chinned Hummingbird, Calliope 
Hummingbird, Lewis’s Woodpecker, Black-backed Woodpecker. Say’s Phoebe, Western 
Kingbird, Canyon Wren, Rock Wren, Lesser Goldfinch, Lark Sparrow, Yellow-breasted Chat. 
What to Expect: This trip will be a combination of easy hiking (1-3 miles) and driving with 
roadside stops. Bring lunch, extra water, sunscreen, and insect repellent. 
Approximate Roundtrip Distance: 120 miles 

 
FR5 Friday: Shep Thorp 
SA5 Saturday: Steve Kroiss and Brian Holsclaw 
SU5 Sunday: Steve Dougill and Stefanie Krantz 

 
6. Grangeville/Cottonwood (Nez Perce, Idaho, and Lewis Counties) 

Sites visited include Mann Lake, Winchester Lake State Park, Monastery of St. Gertrude, 
Tolo Lake, and Grangeville area. 
Target species: Cinnamon Teal, Gray Partridge, American Avocet, Black-necked Stilt, 
Wilson’s Phalarope, Black Tern, Eared Grebe, Say’s Phoebe, Western Kingbird, Cassin’s 
Finch, Lesser Goldfinch, Yellow-breasted Chat. 
What to Expect: This trip will be a combination of easy hiking (2-3 miles) and roadside 
birding stops. Bring lunch, extra water, sunscreen, and insect repellent. 
Approximate Roundtrip Distance: 150 miles 

FR6 Friday: Craig Johnson 
SA6 Saturday: Shep Thorp 

 
7. Lower Grande Ronde River Rd/Joseph Creek WMA/Green Gulch Trail (Asotin 

County) 
This trip begins on Snake River Road South of Asotin, then on to Joseph Creek WMA and a 
2-4 mile hike on the Green Gulch Trail. 
Target species: Chukar, Gray Partridge, Golden Eagle, Swainson’s Hawk, Say’s Phoebe, 
Western Kingbird, Canyon Wren, Rock Wren, Lesser Goldfinch, Lark Sparrow, Yellow- 
breasted Chat. 
What to Expect: This trip will be a combination of hiking (2-4 miles) and driving with 
many roadside stops. Bring lunch, extra water, sunscreen, and insect repellent. 
Approximate Roundtrip Distance: 100 miles 

FR7 Friday: Penny Rose 
SA7 Saturday: Craig Johnson 
SU7 Sunday: Thomas Bancroft 

 
8. Photo Friendly Trip 

The destinations for this trip will be determined by participants based upon which species 
and habitats they prefer to cover with a focus on bird photography. 
Target species: TBD 
What to Expect: This will be a slower-paced trip with the primary focus on photographing 
birds in their habitats rather than generating a list. Bring lunch, extra water, sunscreen, and 
insect repellent. 



Approximate Roundtrip Distance: TBD 
 

FR8 Friday: Keith Carlson 
SA8 Saturday: Dave Kreft 

 
9. Potlatch River Valley to Bovill (Latah County) 

This trip follows the relatively unexplored Potlatch River valley passing through the towns 
of Juliaetta, Kendrick, and Deary en route to Bovill, including the Kendrick, Deary, and 
Bovill Sewage Ponds. Stops in the towns should be productive for migrants. 
Target species: Cinnamon Teal, Black-chinned Hummingbird, Calliope Hummingbird, 
Wilson’s Phalarope, Swainson’s Hawk, Dusky Flycatcher, Say’s Phoebe, Western Kingbird, 
Eastern Kingbird, Pygmy Nuthatch, Lesser Goldfinch, migrants. 
What to Expect: Expect a bit of car birding and exploring as the trip heads Northeast up 
the Potlatch River valley. Stops for casual walks to seek out migrants will occur in the 
various towns. Bring lunch, extra water, sunscreen, and insect repellent. 
Approximate Roundtrip Distance: 110 miles 

 
FR9 Friday: Kim Thorburn 
SA9 Saturday: Bill and Ann-Scott Ettinger 
   

10. Snake River Canyons (Whitman County) 
This trip visits Wawawai County Park, Nisqually John and Steptoe Canyons. 
Target species: Chukar, Golden Eagle, Prairie Falcon, Say’s Phoebe, Canyon Wren, Rock 
Wren, Lesser Goldfinch, Yellow-breasted Chat. 
What to Expect: This trip will be a combination of hiking (2-4 miles) and driving with 
many roadside stops. The hike at Nisqually John Canyon is somewhat steep. Bring lunch, 
extra water, sunscreen, and insect repellent. 
Approximate Roundtrip Distance: 100 miles 

 
SA10 Saturday: Joseph Cooney 
SU10 Sunday: RJ Baltierra 

 
11. Steptoe Butte, Rose Creek Preserve, and Kamiak Butte State Parks (Whitman 

County) 
Kamiak Butte, Rose Creek Preserve, and Steptoe Butte are island ecosystems surround by 
the Palouse. Each are noted as among the best migrant traps in Eastern WA. 
Target species: Chukar, Black-chinned Hummingbird, Calliope Hummingbird, Red-naped 
Sapsucker, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Say’s Phoebe, Dusky Flycatcher, Mountain Chickadee, 
Rock Wren, Evening Grosbeak, Cassin’s Finch, Grasshopper Sparrow, Brewer’s Sparrow, 
Vesper Sparrow, Yellow-breasted Chat, migrants. 
What to Expect: This trip will be a combination of easy hiking (2-4 miles) and roadside 
birding stops. The hiking at Kamiak Butte can be moderately steep. Bring lunch, extra 
water, sunscreen, and insect repellent. 
Approximate Roundtrip Distance: 120 miles 



FR11 Friday: Steve Dougill and Stefanie Krantz 
SA11 Saturday: Steve Giles 
SU11 Sunday: Bruce Labar and Marcus Roening 

 
12. Tucannon River Valley to Camp Wooten (Columbia County) 

The trip begins in the riparian and canyonlands habitat of Asotin Creek and moves 
gradually upslope to the Blue Mountains. 
Target species: Ruffed Grouse, Dusky Grouse, American Goshawk, Williamson’s Sapsucker, 
Lewis’s Woodpecker, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Dusky Flycatcher, Canada Jay, Clark’s 
Nutcracker, Mountain Chickadee, Mountain Bluebird, Evening Grosbeak, Cassin’s Finch, 
Lincoln’s Sparrow. 
What to Expect: This trip will be a combination of easy hiking (1-2 miles) and driving with 
many roadside stops. Bring lunch, extra water, sunscreen, and insect repellent. 
Approximate Roundtrip Distance: 108 miles 

 
FR12 Friday: Ken Brown and Ed Pullen 
SA12 Saturday: Thomas Bancroft 

 
13. Umatilla NF 40 to Forest Boundary Campground (Garfield County) 

The trip begins in the riparian and canyonlands habitat of Asotin Creek and moves 
gradually upslope to the Blue Mountains. 
Target species: Ruffed Grouse, Dusky Grouse, American Goshawk, Williamson’s Sapsucker, 
Lewis’s Woodpecker, American Three-toed Woodpecker, Black-backed Woodpecker, Olive- 
sided Flycatcher, Dusky Flycatcher, Canada Jay, Clark’s Nutcracker, Mountain Chickadee, 
Mountain Bluebird, Evening Grosbeak, Cassin’s Finch, Fox Sparrow. 
What to Expect: This trip will be a combination of easy hiking (2-3 miles) and roadside 
birding stops. Bring lunch, extra water, sunscreen, and insect repellent. 
Approximate Roundtrip Distance: 90 miles 

 
FR13 Friday: RJ Baltierra 
SA13 Saturday: Michael Hobbs 
SU13 Sunday: Mike and MerryLynn Denny 

 
14. Weippe Prairie and Deyo Reservoir (Clearwater County) 

The first stop on this trip will be at the Riverside Sewage Lagoons just West of Orofino 
where we will watch for waterfowl and migrants and possible Wilson’s Phalarope. The 
second stop will be at the Nez Perce National Historical Park-Lewis and Clark Canoe Camp, 
along the Clearwater River where we will look for migrants. We will then proceed to 
Weippe Prairie and bird the roads there before making a stop at Chapman Wetlands. After 
that we will proceed to Mussel Shells Meadows with a chance for subalpine species. On our 
return we will stop at Deyo Reservoir where we can scan the lake and if time allows, take a 
1-2 mile hike. Weippe Prairie is one of only two confirmed breeding sites for Sandhill 
Cranes in the WOS Conference area. 
Target species: Ruffed Grouse, Sandhill Crane, Sora, Wilson’s Snipe, Wilson’s Phalarope, 
Dusky Flycatcher, Say’s Phoebe, Eastern Kingbird, Mountain Bluebird, Evening Grosbeak, 
Cassin’s Finch, Fox Sparrow, Lincoln’s Sparrow, migrants. 



What to Expect: This trip will be a combination of easy hiking (1-2 miles) and driving with 
many roadside stops. Bring lunch, extra water, sunscreen, and insect repellent. 
Approximate Roundtrip Distance: 170 miles 

 
SA14 Saturday: Charles Swift 
SU14 Sunday: Jon Isacoff 

 
 

Half Day Field Trips 
 

15. Central Ferry HMU (Whitman County) 
One of the premier migrant traps in Eastern Washington. 
Target species: Caspian Tern, American Barn Owl, Belted Kingfisher, American Kestrel, 
Say’s Phoebe, Western Kingbird, Lesser Goldfinch, Yellow-breasted Chat, migrants 
What to Expect: This trip will be a combination of easy hiking (1.5 miles) and driving with 
limited stops. 
Approximate Roundtrip Distance: 100 miles 

 
FR15 Friday: Joseph Cooney 
SA15 Saturday: Randy Hill 
SU15 Sunday: Kim Thorburn 

16. Mann Lake, Hells Gate State Park, and Nez Perce National Historical Site 
Spalding (Nez Perce County) 

Mann Lake is the premier migrant shorebird hotspot in Northern Idaho. Hells Gate State 
Park and Nez Perce National Historical Park at Spalding are renowned for migrants, 
including the mega Red-flanked Bluetail Bring in 2017. 
Target species: Cinnamon Teal, Chukar, American Avocet, Black-necked Stilt, Wilson’s 
Phalarope, Forster’s Tern, Eared Grebe, Swainson’s Hawk, American Barn Owl, Say’s 
Phoebe, Western Kingbird, Canyon Wren, Rock Wren, Lesser Goldfinch, Yellow-breasted 
Chat, migrants. 
What to Expect: This trip will be a combination of easy hiking (1-2 miles) and scoping 
(Mann Lake). Limited roadside stops. 
Approximate Roundtrip Distance: 35 miles 

 
FR16 Friday: Bob Flores 
SA16 Saturday: Kas Dumroese 
SU16 Sunday: Joseph Cooney 

 
17. Photo Friendly Trip 

The destinations for this trip will be determined by participants based upon which species 
and habitats they prefer to cover with a focus on bird photography. 
Target species: TBD 
What to Expect: This will be a slower-paced trip with the primary focus on photographing 
birds in their habitats rather than generating a list. 
Approximate Roundtrip Distance: TBD 



SU17 Sunday: Dave Kreft 
 

18. Swallows Park, Chief Looking Glass Park, and Chief Timothy HMU (Asotin 
County) 

A nice sample of the premier migrant traps of Asotin County. 
Target species: Black-necked Stilt, American Avocet, Caspian Tern, Belted Kingfisher, 
American Kestrel, Western Kingbird, Lesser Goldfinch, Yellow-breasted Chat, migrants 
What to Expect: This trip will be a combination of easy hiking (2 miles) and driving with 
limited stops. 
Approximate Roundtrip Distance: 30 miles 

 
FR18 Friday: Charles Swift 
SA18 Saturday: Scott Ramos 
SU18 Sunday: Michael Hobbs 

 
19. Weisenfeld Ridge Road (Asotin County) 

This is a birdy 17-18 mile road that starts at the Snake River goes through riparian habitat 
before winding up a steep dugway and up to the eastern edge of Anatone Flats above the 
Snake River and is in or overlooking canyon breaks habitat. 
Target species: Chukar, Gray Partridge, Golden Eagle, Swainson’s Hawk, Prairie Falcon, 
Say’s Phoebe, Western Kingbird, Mountain Chickadee, Canyon Wren, Rock Wren, Lesser 
Goldfinch, Brewer’s Sparrow, Grasshopper Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow, Yellow-breasted 
Chat. 
What to Expect: This trip will be a combination of easy hiking (2 miles) and driving with 
limited stops. 
Approximate Roundtrip Distance: 70 miles 

 
FR19  Friday: Steve Giles 
SA19 Saturday: Mike and MerryLynn Denny 
SU19 Sunday: Keith Carlson 

 
 

Owling Trips 
 

20. Asotin Creek Wildlife Management Area (Asotin County) 
Target species: Common Poorwill, Common Nighthawk, Flammulated Owl, Western 
Screech Owl, Great-horned Owl 
What to Expect: A night trip and after-midnight return. Staying near the vehicles. Owls 
may be heard only. Playback may be used. 
Approximate Roundtrip Distance: 80 miles 

 
FR20 Friday: RJ Baltierra 
SA20 Saturday: Chazz Hesselein 

 
21. Craig Mountain WMA (Nez Perce County) 



Target species: Common Poorwill, Common Nighthawk, Flammulated Owl, Great Gray 
Owl, Barred Owl, Northern Pygmy Owl, Northern Saw-whet Owl 
What to Expect: A night trip and after-midnight return. Staying near the vehicles. Owls 
may be heard only. Playback may be used. 
Approximate Roundtrip Distance: 80 miles 

 
SA21 Saturday: Shep Thorp 

 
 

On-the-Way Trips 
 

22. Steigerwald Lake NWR to Maryhill 
Meet at the Steigerwald Lake NWR parking lot at 35001 Lewis and Clark Hwy, Washougal, 
WA 98671 at 06:30. We will head east on SR-14 with potential stops at the St Cloud Access, 
Bonneville Dam, Lyle/Balch, Maryhill, maybe Paterson Slough, and on to US-12 to Lewiston. 
Target species: Acorn Woodpecker, Ash-throated Flycatcher, typical westside riparian 
flycatchers, vireos, and warblers. 
What to expect: A full-day trip staying together until at least to Maryhill and maybe 
Paterson Slough. Carpools are encouraged. Sunscreen, insect repellent and hat strongly 
recommended. 

 
TH22 Thursday: Randy Hill 
 
On-the-way-home Trip 
 
Join	Ken	Brown	and	Ed	Pullen	for	a	'going	home'	trip	back	to	the	west	side.	We	will	plan	a	
route	that	may	target	some	goodies	found	at	the	Conference,	and	some	tougher-to-see	
species	in	E.	WA	for	west	side	birders.	Further	details	to	be	distributed	by	Saturday	night	of	
the	meeting.	
	
SU20			Sunday	 Ed	Pullen	and	Ken	Brown	


